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	NEWS RELEASE			   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

28 MAY 2026

UNAUTHORIZED SIGNS PROHIBITED IN HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY 
With another eventful Wisconsin summer and another election year at hand, the Monroe County Highway Department reminds property owners and others that only signs authorized and installed by the Highway Department may be placed within the right-of-way of any state or county highway.  No other sign, including advertising, advocacy and promotional signs, may be placed within the right-of-way.  This includes political, campaign, real estate, garage sale, advertisement of services, memorial and special event signs.
Illegally placed signs may be removed, pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes §349.09, Wisconsin Administrative Code §200.04, Monroe County Code §38.26 and Highway Department policy, without further notice.  Signs removed from the right-of-way may be retained, for not more than 30 days, for the owner to reclaim after which they will be disposed of without further notice.
Additionally, signs installed outside the right-of-way must not interfere with sight distances at intersections.  Signs may not be placed on utility poles.
Temporary, seasonal, trail signs installed on approved Monroe County off-highway trails that intersect or adjoin Monroe County highway rights-of-way may be installed by others with the approval and under the general direction of the Monroe County Forestry and Parks Department provided that the sign and signpost placement, design and installation shall be consistent with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Trail Signing Handbook.  Signs and signposts within the right-of-way shall not be installed before October 1st of each year and shall be removed completely by May 31st of each year.
For additional information please contact the Monroe County Highway Department at (608) 269 - 8740 or via e-mail at highways@co.monroe.wi.us.
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