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MCISWG MEETING MINUTES 02/12/2026 
 

                                             
Jessica Salesman, Chair of MCISWG; Natural Resources Specialist, Invasive Species 
Coordinator, and Jessup Weichelt, Threatened and Endangered Species Biologist, Natural 
Resources Branch NRB, Fort McCoy; Rikki Ratsch, Colorado State University, serving Fort 
McCoy Wildlife Dept; Eric Ressel, Vice Chair MCISWG, Soil Conservationist, USDA-NRCS, 
Bob Micheel, Director Monroe County and Conservation, Gretchen Reis, Clifton Township, 
Scott Giraud, Adrian Township, Clint Gilman, Forester DNR Tomah Ranger Station, Mara 
Lince, Regional Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, Golden Sands Resource Conservation 
& Development Council Inc, Randy Poelma Env. Sciences Program Manager, Ho-Chunk 
Nation Division of Env. Health, Skip Frazee, Spring Bank Association, Mic Armstrong, Soil 
Conservation Technician and MCISWG Scribe, Natural Resource Conservation Service, under 
a cooperative agreement with New Solutions. 
 
Prior to The Annual Meeting, Clint Gilman led a field trip to the Poult Pinery, just along Highway 
21 from Club Oasis. Tim Shively, Forest Health Specialist, Department of Natural Resources, 
Eau Claire joined us there and had interesting insights about spruce gall on Jack Pine in the 
area. Gilman had a couple of Extractagator root wrench tools he wanted to trial, and some in 
the group were ready willing and able to put muscle to them and some impressive sized 
buckthorn and honeysuckle were popped out with root wads seemingly intact. The exotic 
saplings were hung upside down from nearby tree branches to dry out so they wouldn’t try to 
root back into the soil. Armstrong mapped the species on EDDmapS. We walked to the crystal 
clear La Crosse River before turning around. 
 
Annual Meeting. 
 
Agenda additions: none 
Outreach Media. Position still vacant Salesman thought we should try to do more in Social 
media especially as our events don’t make it The Monroe County Herald as they used to. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 11/06/25 summarized by Armstrong.  A discussion about UMISC 
and volunteering there.  
 
Invader Persuader Karen Williamson was awarded at the Monroe County Conservation 
Banquet, introduced by Jessica Salesman Prior to the event a nice article by Jenny Rodriguez 
Moran appeared in The Monroe County Herald. 
MOU agreement renewal- still waiting NRCS. Gilman will send again. 
 
Highway Invasive Management The interstate highways don’t seem to have been mapped 
recently. Mapping them would help Highway Department applicators target invading species 
and slow their spread. 
 
Sparta Floral Outreach event. Karen Williamson has cultivated a relationship with Sparta Floral 
and organized an invasives outreach event geared toward gardeners titled “Native Alternatives 
to Invasive Ornamentals”. It will be Friday February 20th from 3:30 – 5 in the Sparta Floral 
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greenhouse. Mic Armstrong and Eric Ressel will be giving presentations. Doug will be there 
as well.  
 
2026 Field Day will be Thursday June 11th.  Both the Whitetail Ridge meeting room and the 
Campground Shelter have been reserved. Probably morning sessions inside, afternoon of field 
exhibits and field training. Salesman taking volunteers to be a part of a planning committee to 
select presentations. Finalize details for late April announcement. 
 
Membership survey. Salesman said there was a low response, will send out again. 
Request for Weichelt to present at an event on potentially endangered species. Affirmative. 
 
Aquatic Invasives Lince report: Golden Sands RC&D have added Trempealeau County. Lince 
and Chris Hamela are now the only Invasive species coordinators but have an exciting update. 
They met with Cranberry Growers Association and found out that Cattails are a huge problem, 
they suck up lots of water. Lince went to Cranberry School in Stevens Point. Cranberry growers 
hate Buckthorn and love pollinators, often planting pollinator habitat. (Armstrong remembered a 
tour of the Cranberry research station when they told us about all of the pollinators disappearing 
into the woods to buckthorn flowers just when they were needed on the cranberries). Lince 
added that Cranberry growers also have strong, generational care for the land. 
Phragmites. DNR Shelby Adler has been on leave, but the Phrag. In Tomah is now a top 
priority. 
 
Terrestrial Armstrong had a request from one of the originators of the 2-sided fact sheets 
MCISWG published in the early 2000s. A few years ago we started to update them from pdf 
scans. Phone numbers and contacts were updated. This year, with editing input from Eric 
Ressel, we updated some details, inserted some photos from our own collection and finally 
added a section in each of the sheets with native alternatives or replacements. Poelma 
commented that coneflower Echinacea purpurea, although much used, is not actually native. 
Perhaps we should use Echinacea.pallida. Salesman thought we could post the leaflets on 
MCISWG webpage. 
 
Amur Maple at the bike trail. Salesman has been investigating with Fort McCoy airport staff 
permitting for a drone fall fly over to get idea of scale of the infestation. We should be able to 
apply for a permit to fly – up to 400’ altitude.  The Amur reduction crew has not done much this 
winter as weather has been uncooperative but will start soon. 
 
 
Fort McCoy. Rasch, Crews working on buckthorn, honeysuckle shredding and basal 
treatments. A contract shredder is starting up and contract sprayers in two weeks. Rasch has 
summer crews lined up and is reworking biocontrol monitoring protocols. 
Poelma summarized work being done by Ho Chunk Nation crews. Nothing in Monroe County, 
lots in Vernon Co. Kickapoo Reserve Trust land, Black River Falls area and Shawano Co. 
Mostly Buckthorn, basal and cut stump work. 
Micheel. Cost share from the Monroe County Invasive Species Management Cost-share 
Program is still available. One outstanding from last year, 50% cost sharing up to $600.00. 
Tri creek timber harvest was recently completed. Micheel thought Tri creek would make a great 
place to demonstrate invasive species control and posting of educational signage. Questioned 
on whether there was an invasive species management plan, he said they had inventoried prior 
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to the sale and had completed a prescribed (prairie) burn. Armstrong noted that autumn olive 
was not mentioned in the original plan and currently seems to be a major invasive in the areas 
in the tree sale. A future MCISWG field trip could be planned. 
Ressel Talked NRCS programs including the new Regenerative Ag Pilot Program, also The 
Farm Service just announced a new Continuous and General CRP sign up. 
Giraud was worried about Jumping worms. Armstrong has featured them a couple of times as 
Invasive of the week, said to assess them make a solution out of mustard pour on the soil and 
they come up. Jumping worms tend to thrash around more than other worms and “the light-
colored, smooth clitellum is flush with the body, relatively close to the head, and completely 
encircles the body”, unlike European night crawlers “Reddish or pink clitellum* slightly raised 
from the rest of the body. Partially encircles the body, like a saddle”. 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/jumpingWorm 
 
Frazee, wondered if Fort McCoy would be treating invasive species on an area recently logged 
adjoining the Spring Bank Property, and how McCoy determined whether to treat invasives 
adjoining neighbors. Weichelt said they maintain priority lists (if neighbors do nothing, they 
don’t either) Salesman would look into it. 
Giraud recently conducted a prescribed burn on property neighboring McCoy, tried calling 
McCoy to inform them they were burning but couldn’t find the correct Ph.  Salesman supplied: 
502 898 4455 
Next meeting April 30. Details TBA. 
Future meetings in Aug, Sept, Oct, and Feb. could include Red Queen (Curt Jacob), Greenfield 
Township, Spring Bank, Angelo Township, Lemonweir, City of Tomah, La Grange Township, 
(BM) and Tri Creek (Ridgeville Township). 
 
Armstrong read the 2025 Annual Report, followed by discussions of the 2026 Annual plan. 
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