MCISWG MEETING MINUTES 11/06/2025

Jessica Salesman, Chair of MCISWG; Rikki Ratsch, Colorado State University, serving Fort
McCoy Wildlife Dept; Tim Shively, Forest Health Specialist, Department of Natural Resources,
Eau Claire. Matt Modjeski, Conservation Warden, Department of Natural Resources, Tomah
Ranger Station Gretchen Reis, Clifton Township, Joey Esterline, Adrian Township, Mic
Armstrong, MCISWG Scribe,

Introductions/New Faces: Tim Shively, is based in Eau Claire covers several counties in the
West Central Region, which includes Monroe and has been involved in the Japanese Stilt grass
management at the Coulee Experimental State Forest in La Crosse County.
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2fb9186fb30944c5a0f144bba0228391

Gretchen Reis talked about the work they had done by a local contractor to mechanically shred
Multiflora Rose on their property, as part of the Monroe County Land Conservation Invasive
Species Cost Share Program. We discussed follow up options.

Agenda additions: CISMA Fall Meeting
Outreach Media. Esterline offered to post the next meeting in the coming events section of the
Herald as we still have no one in the Media position since Weedman resigned.

MOU agreement renewal: still waiting for NRCS.

Highway Invasive Management: A comment about purple loosestrife populations along the
interstate got things rolling followed by a discussion about leafy spurge along Highway 16, Most
woody invasives in the interstate right of way don’t seem to have been mapped. Accurately
mapping them would help Highway Department applicators target them. Examples are autumn
olive and amur maple, also teasel.

Aquatic Invasive Species No report

Fort McCoy. Rasch: weather has been favorable for crews this fall. In September 15 different
species targeted 650 ac. Goats worked 4 species on 26 ac. October saw crews target 10
species on 2-300 ac finishing with crown vetch and garlic mustard, finishing up yesterday. Next
week will start basal treatments of woodies. Contractor 4 Control treated, shredded, retreated
approx. 300 Acs. A question about the goats and the contractor (Goats on the Go) techniques
for fencing. They have started using a wire perimeter fence on one side (the front of the target
area) and rely on GPS shock collars for the back side. Goats get an audible signal that the
shock is coming and have learned that there is enough of a delay to head out past their
boundary into lush vegetation just long enough to eat some before hopping back over the line
before the shock arrives.

CISMA (Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas) fall meeting. Armstrong and
Salesman tag teamed the virtual meeting hosted by Mackenzie Manicki of WI DNR on
November 5. Armstrong attended the first half, which included reports from each of the
attending CISMAS, Other pertinent information on japanese stilt grass and sickle weed (carrot
family) https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/2025/03/falcaria-
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https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/177/2025/03/falcaria-factsheet.pdf
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factsheet.pdf and java dropwort
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/JavaVWaterdropwort

were discussed.

Mark Renz is taking sabbatical next spring.

The Upper Midwest Invasive Species (UMISC) conference will be in La Crosse next October.
Salesman learned there is a grant for non industrial Forest land for private landowners < 500
ac. 25% match. link ?

Survey. Salesman had sent out a survey to MCISWG with a series of questions on preferences
about meeting times and topics. The first question was about which species concerns you most.
Armstrong said crabapple because he has read about toringo, or seiboldii types spreading in
eastern U.S. https://woodyinvasives.org/crab-apple-conundrum/

Rasch White Mulberry. Shively Jap Stiltgrass, also interested in latest work on biocontrol of
tree of heaven (host of spotted lantern fly) with a specific verticillium, still under test after 20
years of research.

Field Trip. Amur Maple, Elroy-Sparta State Trail

We gathered at the parking lot on Imac Ave.

Armstrong said the area impacted was approximately 100 ac of amur maple and mapped via
EDDMaps. Explained how useful the app can be in invasive species management.
https://www.eddmaps.org/

Volunteer forms filled out by some new faces, while Ben Johnston talked about how we treat
amur maple, buckthorn and honeysuckle, demonstrating some hand tools, including the paint
roller applicator and herbicide wick. Ben asked if anyone had seen a herbicide applicator/brush
cutter? Scribe note: There is a video of one on ‘native habitat managers’ Facebook page, but,
cool as it is, MCISWG probably cannot endorse the device.

Participants donned eye protection, selected hand tools and set off along the bike path to the
east, working in teams to cut and treat amur maple and common buckthorn. Noticing pink
foliage we found a new population of burning bush, (Euonymus alatus) and then red berries on
a thorny stem- japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergia). We mapped them in Eddmaps, then cut
stump treated all the individuals found. Armstrong noted that he remapped a population of
burning bush he and Johnston had treated the year before about a mile further east on the trail
and found one survivor. (flagged with pink ribbon for treatment this winter).

Annual Meeting Thursday February 12th from 2.30 p.m. until 4.30, followed by menu on your
own. Location: Club Oasis, 11345 State Highway 21 in Sparta.
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