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MCISWG MEETING MINUTES 05/01/2025 

 

                                             

Jessica Salesman, Chair of MCISWG; Natural Resources Specialist, Invasive Species 

Coordinator, and Jessup Weichelt, Threatened and Endangered Species Biologist, Natural 

Resources Branch NRB, Fort McCoy; Rikki Ratsch, Colorado State University, serving Fort 

McCoy Wildlife Dept; Eric Ressel, Soil Conservationist, USDA-NRCS, Sparta; Joey Esterline, 

Monroe Co. District 15. Supervisor, and Scott Giraud, Adrian Township; Mara Lince, Regional 

Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, Golden Sands Resource Conservation & Development 

Council Inc. Clint Gilman, Forester, Drew Czyscon, Heather Gross, Tomah DNR,Ranger 

Station; Mic Armstrong, Soil Conservation Technician and MCISWG Scribe, Natural Resource 

Conservation Service, under a cooperative agreement with New Solutions. 

 

 

The meeting took place in the upstairs of Tomah Area Chamber of Commerce. The conference 

table is a splendid affair made from the wooden doors from the original ranger station which used 

to be housed in this building. What a beautiful facility! 

 

Introductions were offered by all followed by New Faces 

 Heather Gross is a Forest Technician with the WI DNR in Tomah 

 Drew Czyscon is a Forester Operator with the WI DNR in Tomah 
 

No Agenda Additions offered. 

 

Outreach media: Weedman not present, Armstrong reported that Connie wrote an article in 

The Monroe County Herald. She had decided to write about the history of the group and 

interviewed Kim Mello and others to piece together a nice article, mostly about the people who 

have made MCISWG what it is today, highlighting the election of Rikki as Invader Persuader, as 

well as other useful information and promoting, not only this meeting, but the upcoming June 

26th Field day. 

Connie always, sends her articles to Chair and Scribe, then asks the editor to publish under the 

MCISWG monicker, but Benny Mailman must have decided she should be credited as the, well 

deserved, author. 

 

Armstrong touched on a couple of highlights of the February 6th Annual Meeting, adding an 

update to the “buckthorn battle” site we visited, premeeting, at the north end of Evans Bosshard 

Park. The project was taken on by the newly formed Sparta Community Gardens Land and 

Water Partnership, who spent a couple of sessions cutting and treating the buckthorn, then 

used leaf blowers and rakes to create a seed bed for a mix of Fescue, Virginia and Canada Wild 

Rye, which the volunteers raked in, just in time for a nice rain shower. Two more sessions 

followed planting native shrubs, and it is ready to maintain by the same group to keep it from 

regressing to buckthorn. There were other highlights of the Annual Meeting, but as the minutes 

are posted on the MCISWG web site, we did not recap all 6 pages. 

https://www.co.monroe.wi.us/departments/land-conservation/invasive-species-workgroup. 

https://www.co.monroe.wi.us/departments/land-conservation/invasive-species-workgroup
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Salesman and Armstrong both attended the spring Cisma (Cooperative Invasive Species 

Management Area). meeting virtually. It is good to hear what other groups are doing to manage 

and promote outreach about invasives. Christa Schaefer the WI Department of Transport 

(DOT) representative, explained how they operate with County Highway Departments as well as 

how to apply for permits to do anything in the Right of Way. In another presentation Renz Weed 

Science representatives highlighted the new series of educational materials, as well as a 

presentation on Ashy Sunflower. https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/ 

 

Action Updates 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement renewal. Gilman said it is still out for 

signatures; he would follow up on some of them. 

Highway Invasive Management. Salesman A concern is that invasive plants such as Purple 

Loosestrife (PLS) are close to Fort McCoy spreading in the interstate Right of Way. Planning a 

future meeting with the Monroe County Highway Department to talk about possible treatment of 

PLS and possibly other invasive plants. Currently the Highway Department are conducting trials 

in a 15’ wide strip with a mix containing plant growth regulators and a broadleaf herbicide such 

as Rinskor. Armstrong commented that one of the reasons for the current effort to map 

highways for invasive plants and selected Threatened and Endangered (native) Species was as 

a precursor to allow targeted management of invasive plants. 

 

June 21st Luke Romance had planned to coordinate with DNR to publicize a local event to 

coincide with Invasive Species Awareness Day. Luke has now taken a job with MN DNR. We will 

miss his jovial southern charm. We decided we will do what we can locally to promote June 21st 

as well as the upcoming field day on June 26th. 

 

Field Day June 26th Pine View Campground. Salesman has been hard at work, a flier is ready 

to send out to groups and contacts. Morning sessions will be 20 minutes long. Aquatics Mara. 

Lince.  Round table to end morning, in case lunch late, and to talk about other topics of interest. 

After lunch, Rasch Invasive ID, (will have staff all day manning the ID area. Large equipment 

such as Pressure washer and spray/prescribed fire UTV’s. Possible demo of drone being used 

to map and potentially treat invasives in inaccessible areas such as the Impact Zone. Steve 

Rood would do a brush bundle (streambank erosion stabilization) demo using buckthorn?  

Backpack demo and small-scale equipment by river. Practical tips for landowners and 

volunteers. Goats on the go demo to close. 

Rikki wants to add some “species to look for” to the ID demo, such as Lesser Celandine and 

maybe Black Alder. 

 

Aquatic Lince updated on Golden Sands RC&D and personnel changes Phragmites, lots in 

Juneau Co, spreading. The populations at the Xpo and Toro Distribution Centers off Highway 16 

Shelby Adler of DNR is aware of them (Rapid Response potential). Lince attended the Spring 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Coordinators meeting. Working with cranberry bogs, Mara would 

https://renzweedscience.cals.wisc.edu/
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like a tour to learn more. Esterline would put her in contact with Nodji Van Wychen who does 

tours of Wetherby Cranberries often. AIS Snapshot Day August 9th (registration opens June 2). 

https://wateractionvolunteers.org/events/aquatic-invasive-species-snapshot-day-2025/ 

 

Terrestrial Invasive Species Armstrong Last year a large population of Callery Pear was 

discovered behind the Conservation Office on Industrial Drive in Sparta. County Forester Chad 

Ziegler came out mid-summer with a couple of backpacks of tricloplyr (Garlon) in a diesel 

solution. Land Conservation staff cut hundreds of pear seedlings down to stumps which two 

backpack applicators treated to prevent regrowth. We tried an experiment leaving 3 5’ trees 

uncut and “spritzed” them by spraying the solution on the top foot or so of the trees, including 

the growing tip. This spring they looked dead, but now we see a lower branch was able to 

survive and has leaves. We will continue to monitor until, hopefully this summer, we repeat the 

process on new seedlings and any live branches on the 3 spritz trees. When the group did a 

walk of the local area last fall we did not find Callery seedlings in other vacant land under power 

lines, less than a half mile from the infested field, just an autumn olive and a buckthorn. Not sure 

why the invasive pear, which is presumably doing what has been occurring in other parts of the 

country, notably Ohio, where ornamental varieties of Callery Pear have started crossing with 

each other, and sometimes rootstock suckers, to produce viable seed, which birds, usually 

starlings, spread into the surroundings, often under overhead utility lines. 

Rasch Fort: McCoy update: Basal treatments Glossy Buckthorn and Autumn Olive. Winter 

shredding (buckthorn). Contractor Kendall Trucking. Shredded 87.4 ac near the end of March. 

Crews just started pulling Garlic Mustard (GM). First flowering plant yesterday. GM Spray 

glyphosate/oust (bulk premixed in ammonia stock solution, as the quantity of Oust needed is 

tiny and mixing individual packs prone to error). 

Scott Giraud mentioned that Kurt Jacob is planning a Prescribed Fire Council training and burn 

weekend 10th of May. 

Following the meeting, as advertised, we left one vehicle at the Chamber and reconvened at 

Lake Tomah in a Butts Park picnic shelter where Kim Mello was waiting with some nice, 

laminated maps of the lake to use as handouts in his update on the Lake Tomah Committee 

activities. It was pouring rain, so turnout was down to a hardy group. 

Kim retired in 2009, and a day after he retired, he got a call from the Lake Committee asking if 

he would help them. Kim agreed and has been active with the group since then, but now 

slowing down,  

The first project involved an invasive species- the carp. Prior to Kim’s involvement the first 

attempt at Carp management left bad feelings in the local community, and carp. The second 

time the DNR did a super job. Fishing bag limits were eased while the lake was being drawn 

down. Kim talked to landowners of tributaries, which turned out to be key to success as 

Rotenone drip applicators eliminated the possibility that carp could hide up the tributaries. A 

helicopter was used to apply the piscicide to the main body of the lake. After the successful kill, 

DNR stocked a selection of fish the biologists had determined to be ideal. Bass, bluegills and 

northern pike. However, “night stockers” apparently added 2 species of crappie and yellow 

perch which are now common. When there were citizen alerts to survivor carp, Kim would go 

https://wateractionvolunteers.org/events/aquatic-invasive-species-snapshot-day-2025/
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out to check and every time the fish turned out to be a sucker. Now the lake has a trophy bass 

and pike fishery and great pan fishing too. Now the focus of the Lake Committee is on aquatic 

invasive (plants). 

Mara Lince showed us the tools she uses to conduct aquatic plant surveys. A telescoping rake 

with a scale in inches and millimeters to measure depth to bottom, as well as some rakes with 

rope attached. This summer she will be conducting more surveys of the Curley Leaf Pond Weed 

(CLPW) and Eurasian Milfoil. Mara showed us maps of the observations so far. Kim said when 

the Curley leafed pondweed took off a few years ago, some lake frontage owners were having 

difficulty getting boats in and out of dock. Now the discussion turns to whether a mechanical 

removal process is initiated-OK for CLPW, or herbicide (better for Eurasian Milfoil which 

shatters and spreads in attempts to remove mechanically. Mara also noted Chines Mystery 

Snail and Rusty Crayfish were present in the lake. Those and other invasive species of concern 

would be monitored too. 

Kim concluded by saying the Lake Committee in its early days were concerned about farming 

practices such as winter manure spreading, Now the biggest local dairy, the Chapmans are 

members of the Lake Committee and have made changes to practices and are a big part of the 

committee’s mission to Inform and Educate. (I&E) 

 

Kim is concerned about Bird Flu and recently watched a USGS presentation on the problem 

https://www.usgs.gov/centers/national-wildlife-health-center/science/science-topics/avian-

influenza 

 

A small contingent of seasoned invasive species professionals hiked the City of Tomah 

Lemonweir trail, noting monster Common Buckthorn and Eurasian Honeysuckle. Also observed 

Black Locust growing in the riprapped banks, as well as large multiflora rose further down the 

trail. We discussed some possible approaches to the problem, however without participation 

from Tomah residents and/or the City of Tomah there isn’t much to talk about. Perhaps we 

could call a rain check and have a meeting at the chamber again one day and repeat the walk 

with representatives of the city and some local citizens. 

 

Eagle Scout Isaac Neave’s interpretive signs survive, despite some vandalism attempts, 

however, it would be so much better if the back drop to these signs about native bird life could 

be free of 50 foot buckthorn and the tonnage of berries associated with them and replaced with 

grass to stabilize the eroding streambanks and native shrubs and plants for wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.usgs.gov/centers/national-wildlife-health-center/science/science-topics/avian-influenza
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/national-wildlife-health-center/science/science-topics/avian-influenza

