MCISWG MEETING MINUTES 02/06/2025

Prior to the annual meeting a MCISWG contingent braved the cold and met up with a group of
the Sparta Community Garden Partnership on the banks of Beaver Creek just north of Evans
Bosshard Park. We looked at a native high bush cranberry on the creek bank, flagged it with an
identifying piece of white ribbon, to distinguish it from the invading mass of common buckthorn,
The Community Garden group and local volunteers plan on removing buckthorn, along with box
elder choking the creek, hoping to make firewood for a future Kriskindlmarkt.

We crossed the iconic Mary Morrow covered bridge to look at a wooded area at the north end
of Evans Bosshard Park which is choked with common buckthorn. Resell kicked off the ‘show
and tell’, pointing out characteristics of common buckthorn, Armstrong and Rasch added more
winter identification tips, we did the same for eurasian honeysuckle, and white mulberry. We
identified good trees in the area including hackberry, crabapples, oaks, a grove of quaking
aspens, and a couple of black walnuts. The plan is for the Community Garden Partnership
group to cut and treat the invasives, utilizing the material for tree planting stakes, and maybe
even rustic furniture. The excess brush will be formed into a hedge at the back of the area which
will prevent accidental spread of the invasive if moved offsite and benefit native species
including fireflies. The second part of the project will occur in the spring when a grass seed mix,
heavy in wild (Canada) rye along the lines of “cover it up” recommendations
https://coveritup.umn.edu/.

The grass, with a couple of years of maintenance should choke out and prevent re-infestation
by buckthorn. There is also a plan to plant shade tolerant native shrubs including hazelnuts, a
few white spruce, juneberry, aronia, pawpaw, all of which have been purchased and possibly a
red bud and a golden variety of native elderberry to be transplanted from another garden in the
park. If you would like to join the Community Garden Partnership effort, contact Jason Hornickel
at jason.hornickel@wisc.edu or 608 269 8766. He can get you more information as well the
waivers to sign for working on the project.

Reinhard Mueller graciously supplied the propane and heaters to make the recently constructed
concessions building nice and cozy as we gathered around to eat a hot dog lunch grilled by Clint
Gilman to go with the other goodies people brought to share.

Core meeting.
American Legion Post 100

Clint Gilman, Forester, Tomah DNR, Chair of MCISWG: Jessica Salesman, Vice Chair of
MCISWG; Natural Resources Specialist, Invasive Species Coordinator, and Jessup Weichelt,
Threatened and Endangered Species Biologist, Natural Resources Branch NRB, Fort McCoy;
Rikki Ratsch, Colorado State University, serving Fort McCoy Wildlife Dept; Eric Ressel, Sall
Conservationist, Luke Romance, Farm Bill Biologist (Pheasants Forever), Natural Resource
Conservation Service, Sparta Field Office;, Connie Weedman, Sparta Township, Joey
Esterline, Monroe Co. District 15. Supervisor, and Scott Giraud, Adrian Township; Randy


https://coveritup.umn.edu/
mailto:jason.hornickel@wisc.edu

Poelma, Environmental Sciences Program Manager, Ho-Chunk Nation, Division of
Environmental Health; Bob Micheel. Director, Lilly Lefebvre, Soil and Water Technician,
Monroe County Land Conservation; Curt and Melissa Jacob, Greenfield Township; Warren
and Janet Evans, Angelo Township; John Sullivan, Wisconsin State Master Naturalist; Mic
Armstrong, Soil Conservation Technician and MCISWG Scribe, Natural Resource
Conservation Service, under a cooperative agreement with New Solutions.

New Faces

Melissa Jacob, Greenfield Township, came with Curt, Welcome!

Warren and Janet Evans, Angelo Township and citizen scientists-native and medicinal
species.

John Sullivan, not strictly a new face, the retired Director of the West Salem School District
Outdoor Education Center and a Wisconsin State Master Naturalist.
https://wimasternaturalist.org/

Outreach Media. Connie Weedman has been coordinating with Jenny Rodriguez Moran on an
article about buckthorn, maybe two articles. In the meantime, she wondered if we could supply
some history about MCISWG to use in an article about this meeting.

Action Updates:

Monroe County Cost-share Applications for Private Land Invasive Species Management.
Lefebvre explained that it is a 50% cost share program for landowners to fund management
practices for invasive species. There now are 2 applications for 2025. No one was awarded in
2024. Armstrong said we were late getting out to the sites in 2024. There is a committee to
assess projects: Williamson, Gilman. Esterline, Johnston, Poelma, Armstrong, Lefebvre
can all be called on.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreement and renewal. The 5-year agreement (posted
to the MCISWG website) will expire in March of 2025. There is a steering committee which
reconvened at the Sparta conservation office, in person and by Teams to review updates and
edits by Armstrong. Some of the original signatories have moved on, however all the partners-
“Interested Parties” in the agreement have been identified and Gilman is in the process of
sending the document out for new signatures. At the same time, The Steering Committee
reviewed edits from the team to the Management Plan, which now includes current (working)
links as well as some new ones and includes the Mission and Vision Statements which Gilman
read out to the meeting.

Highway Invasive management. Salesman will be sending email Christa Schaefer of WI DOT
and Dave Ohnstad of Monroe Co. Highway Department about efforts to keep Invasive species
including Purple Loosestrife close to Fort McCoy from expanding. There is already an annual
program for treating the Japanese (Bohemian) Knotweed populations on Hwy 16 and County
Highway A, in the past Teasel was targeted in the interstate corridor. There are other
concerning invasive species too.
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Invasive Species Awareness Day Romance will coordinate with DNR to publicize an event to
be determined for the weekend of June 21-22.

Field Day Dates

Salesman has confirmed June 26" at the usual pavilion at Pineview campground in Fort McCoy.
A planning committee: Salesman, Romance, Rasch, Weichelt, Gilman, Armstrong, was
initiated.

Plan on goats demo again (Goats on the Go), Rick Schulte on herbicides, Matt Walroth on
NR40 related and a general emcee, Lince and hopefully Rood on Aquatics. Demos geared with
practical tips for landowners for hand tools and herbicide applicators. Still demo the shredder,
power washer, but more detail on small scale methods. Mentzel on forestry practices. Gilman
to look into Cooperating Forester credits. Ressel/Esterline on native planting alternatives?
Cranberry Research Center. No date booked. Maybe we should make that Field Day every 2
years? Lot of work organizing each field day. Someone asked if we got much buy in from
Jackson Co.? Some. Consensus to skip August, think about an event there later in the year,
after Cranberry harvest-October? Could invite Diversity landscapes to the Pineview field day,
offer to rotate every other year with Goats on the Go?

Armstong had heard that the Governor’s Invasive Species Action Award (formerly Invader
Crusader) would take place at the Cranberry Research Center, he thought June 4.

Other Field Day (outreach) ideas: Giraud, wondered if we could have something at Cataract
Field Days, in September. Sullivan said that every facility up there was usually full.

Tomah, Thursday night music nights?

Fort McCoy Open House. (Monroe Co. LCD has display there).

Sparta Farmers Market- we have the stage for the opener on May 10" Lince plans to be there
to talk and demonstrate aquatic species of local interest and concern.

Armstrong plans on showing new and classic “Invasive of the week” displays on Saturday
mornings throughout the season, be stationed there to answer questions and hand out
current Extension recommendations and promote upcoming MCISWG events. Last year we
were given the stage on a couple of different Saturdays and managed to put on a display
with the entire Invasive of the Week poster collection. A second volunteer would be
appreciated, but these are often last-minute affairs.

Chair and Vice Chair

Gilman passed the 3-ring binder to Salesman who accepted the chair position for 2 years.
Nominations for vice chair were offered from the floor for Romance and Ressel.

Luke Romance accepted the Vice Chair position.

Aquatic Invasive Species We had heard Mara Lince of Golden Sands Resource
Conservation and Development Council (RC&D) is recuperating from an accident, we wish
her well. Micheel signed the 2025 Aquatic Invasive Species agreement with Golden Sands
RC&D. https://www.goldensandsrcd.org/aguatic-invasive-species
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Terrestrial Invasive Species Rasch crews working exclusively buckthorn, treating and
shredding. Armstrong said they had one outing, so far, to the Amur Maple 100 acres at the
campground. Karen Williamson was there and wondered about signage when herbicide is
applied near where dog walking is an activity. We looked into the legal aspect (the label is
the law) and got confirmation from Mark Renz that there is no need to put warning signs
like those of lawn care services, which would be hard to do in frozen ground anyway. Even
if we were in a setting that required posting (a farm for example), the reentry period for the
herbicides we typically use in vegetation management only require PPE, (personal
Protective equipment such as boots and long sleeves), until the herbicide applied is dry.
Williamson, always keen to learn more, is going to look into pesticide applicator
certification. The book (in this case the Right of Way Category) is a great way to learn a lot
about vegetation management, pesticide safety, and more. Good value at $45.00 including the
test if you choose to take it.

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Licenses Permits/CommercialApplicator.aspx

Gilman and crew are working in the La Crosse Valley (County E) and soon will move to the
State land off Highway 21, near Fort McCoy. Adding that DNR are recipient of a federal
grant which should enable them to almost double the grant applications they can process.
Scott Giraud located and treated a monster Multi flora Rose on their property.

Ressel said Sparta NRCS has approximately 60 EQIP (Environmental Incentive Program)
applications being processed for herbaceous and brush management. That does not
include CSP (Conservation Stewardship Program) and they are taking applications now at
The NRCS Field Office on Industrial Drive, Sparta. Both programs require a management
plan to be eligible for brush and herbaceous management.

Romance is coordinating a Prescribed Burn Writing Workshop in Sparta on February 21°5'.
A brief conversation about the evils of Crown Vetch followed and we transitioned to the
annual meeting.

Annual Meeting
Gilman noted we covered quite a few things in the Annual meeting agenda already.

Outreach and Media. Weedman will continue to write articles, often timing them to promote
MCISWG events. Submitted under MCISWG, Connie will always send to the scribe for edits
and the chair for approval prior to sending to the Herald. Ressel offered to help edit.

Committees

Steering
Tim Wilder Chief, Natural Resources Branch NRB, Fort McCoy. (Retiring this year).
Randy Poelma, Environmental Sciences Program Manager, Ho-Chunk Nation, Division of
Environmental Health
Clint Gilman, Wisconsin DNR Forester, Tomah Ranger Station
Jessica Salesman, Natural Resources Specialist, Invasive Species Coordinator, NRB, Fort
McCoy.
Luke Romance, Farm Bill Biologist (Pheasants Forever), Natural Resource Conservation
Service, Sparta Field Office
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Michelle Komiskey | Business Tools Coordinator, USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service. (Retiring this year)

Justin Olson District Conservationist, Sparta and Viroqua, USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

Monroe County Landowner Invasive Species Cost Share Program assessments:
Lilly Lefebvre, Clint Gilman, Karen Williamson, Ben Johnston, Randy Poelma,
Joey Esterline, John Sullivan.

Amur Maple Committee
Esterline, Gilman, Rodriguez Moran.
This Committee was formed to deal with the issue of Amur Maple spreading via city mowers
and parked vehicles from Amur Maple trees in the Sparta Barney Center parking lot and one on
a nearby lawn planting. The city has since cut the offending trees down and the consensus was
to retire the committee and add Urban Invasive Species to agendas.

Field Day Planning Committee

Newly formed:
Salesman, Romance, Rasch, Weichelt, Gilman, Armstrong.

Actions Planned

e Monroe County Highways mapping. Johnston and Williamson walked Monroe County
highways (not township roads) in 2023 and 2024, mapping a select list of invasive plants
and some Threatened and Endangered Species. The results are available to the
Highway Department and being used to fine tune management of invasive plants in the
Right of Way. Bulk uploads of the data to the Edd Maps (publicly accessible) system are
in progress. We are hoping that at a future meeting Johnston, Williamson MCISWG
members and Tyson Langrehr (Operations Coordinator for Monroe County Highway
Department) can give us an update.

e Amur Maple Reduction. Continue volunteer effort to reduce amur maple population
spreading along bike trail, around thew Sparta campground area (Imac Ave).

¢ Monroe County Landowner Invasive Species Cost Share Program. 2 applications in for
2025, can fund 3.

e Purple loosestrife. New 4-H program Educator, Jason Hornickel is working on putting
together a purple Loosestrife biocontrol effort.

o Play Clean Go Signage and Scrushers. Micheel wondered if any one had checked on
the two podium boot brush units supplied by NAISMA (North American Invasive Species
Management Association). Amstrong said the one by Amundson Park trail head is well
utilized and has one of the side brushes broken. Not sure who to talk about that with.
The other podium is at Tri Creek, was installed off to the side of the trail head parking lot
and now almost completely buried in Autumn Olive shrubs. The podium should be
moved- Monroe Co. Land Conservation, and the brush killed (on the County Foresters to
do list). We also have around 20 metal Play Clean Go signs. The plan is for Monroe Co
LCD to purchase some Scrushers-we have a deal with the manufacturer in Chaseburg-
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fasten them next to a steel post (with the sign attached and the MCISWG QR code

added), at various trail heads or easement access points in the county.
A discussion on hiking trails was prompted by an Armstrong comment on the lack of public
hiking trails in the county. Sullivan commented that he had seen a sign somewhere off Hwy
27, between Cataract and Sparta indicating that ORA (the Outdoor Recreation Alliance) had
purchased some land. Maybe we will have more trail access in the county. The new Hansen
Park at the County Farm on Hwy B will probably have a trail, still in planning- Chad Ziegler
for more info. Salesman mentioned that to hike on Fort McCoy you need to sign up through
https://ftmccoy.isportsman.net/ to access hiking and other allowed activities There are also
trails by the campground, with interpretive signs, open year-round. She then rubbed salt in
our wounds saying that they will be adding two stainless steel scrushers purchased by the
Natural Resource Branch.

e Garlic Mustard Pull, at the Bike Trail, by Norwalk. Usually the first weekend in June.
Jacob commented that they have been pulling in May, June is almost too late.
Armstrong would contact Johnston on the event details for this year. Suggestions to
contact local football coaches (Schools) to do invasive volunteer work like that.

e Field Days: Pine View Campground June 26". Possible fall event at Cranberry Research
Center.

o Invader Persuader. Ballots return to Salesman. Fillable form on MCISWG website.

e Field trips planned; 1st of May- walk from Butts Park (meet Tomah Lake Committee
there first?), along Lemonweir River trail, possibly as far as Superior Avenue.

o Micheel thought we should change it up and have our meetings from 5-7pm like the
Little La Crosse Watershed group. We are trying something else new by having the field
trip after the meeting on May 1%

Next Meeting:

Thursday, May 1st, 2025
Location: Tomah Chamber of Commerce, 310 N Superior Ave, Tomah
12:30 p.m- 2 p.m. Meeting,

Field trip to Lake Tomah and the Lemonweir River walk 2:30 p.m.-4.00
p.m.
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