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Annual Report 24 

Actions 

 

 Annual Meeting at The Cataract Sportsman’s 

 Core Meetings in May, July , October, and December 

 Monroe County Cost-share Applications for Private Land Invasive Species Management- no 

projects. 

  CISMA teleconference- Spring and Fall. Armstrong attended online, always interesting to hear 

what other Cismas do. Salesman attended the fall meeting virtually. 

 Vice Chair position filled. Jessica Salesman agreed to run meetings in the event the chair was 

unavailable. All agreed that a 2-year term for chair was the best way forward, Gilman will retire 

at the end of 2024, Salesman will become chair and a new Vice Chair nominated 

 The Monroe County Invasive Persuader Award was initiated. Nomination forms distributed 

Rikki Rasch wins 

Field Trips 

 West Salem School Forest- Outdoor Education Center 

 Fire Fly Farms, and Mercantile; Poison Hemlock Jefferson Township 

 Scott Giraud and Joey Esterline 

 Callery Pear walk from Conservation Office in Sparta 

Outreach events 

 Sparta Farmers Market opening day. Plant ID demo and question/answer. Gilman and Mara Linz 

of Golden Sands. Several micro demo “Invasive of the Week” throughout the season-

Armstrong. 

 June Field Day at Pineview Campground 

 August Field Day at Cranberry Research Center. 

Signage 

 QR Bar Code for the MCISWG web page deployed on hand brushes for give away,  

 Aquatic Invasive species signage at Perch Lake. 

 Boot Brush station at Amundson Park may need replacement brush, the one at Tri Creek is 

buried in Autumn Olive, should treat olive and ideally move the podium to the top end of the 

parking area, nearer the gate. 

Working Projects 

 Garlic Mustard Pull:  Group with Johnston pulled a lot of GM pulled along Bike trail in Norwalk. 

 Amur Maple Reduction:  Campground area and Sparta Elroy Trail across from Speeds Bikes.  

 Amur Maple committee formed to promote removal of Amur in areas of high spread probability 

(eg. Barney Center in Sparta.) 
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 Japanese Knotweed. Highway Department (Langrehr) treated various sites around County Right 

of Ways. City of Sparta- treated Perch Lake and Library pops. Fort McCoy crew treated Hwy A 

and Hwy 16 treated (after flowering)- to reduce chance of it entering installation area. 

 Highway Invasive plant mapping- Johnston, Williamson, and one more. Mapped miles of County 

Highway. Report and GIS maps bulk uploaded to EDDMappS 

 Monroe County Highway Department enabled by the mapping have initiated a new program of 

roadside management with an herbicide and growth retardant mix, which slows the growth of 

vegetation and improves management of invasive species such as wild parsnip. 

 Poison Hemlock: Not sure if Covia Sand Mine) sprayed Tunnel City Hill Population? Poison 

Hemlock is still bad in Jefferson Township, despite a meeting at Jefferson Town hall and 

postcards to landowners. 

 Rapid Response-Phragmites Mara Lince Golden Sands Invasive Species Coordinator, mapped the 

two populations, meeting with landowners, we look forward to a new era and hopefully the 

demise of nonnative Phragmites in Monroe County. 

  Other activities of the Golden Sands RC&D Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator in 2024: 

Organisms in Trade partner meeting 

Scheduled to attend MCISWG meeting in February 

New AIS Coordinator training and welcome:  Mara Lince (April): 

Hosted two virtual CBCW training presentations 

Attended and presented on AIS topics at the Midwest Outdoor Heritage Expo in Poynette, WI. 

Attended the Sparta Farmers Market with the Monroe County Invasive Species Working Group 

Met with DNR AIS Biologist, Shelby Adler, for an LMPN progress report 

Gave AIS presentations at the Middle School Conservation Camp- UpHam Woods 

Attended the WDNR 2024 Aquatic Plant Identification Training 

Completed boat landing AIS sign checks- new AIS found in Perch Lake (Curly-leaf pondweed) 

Gave AIS presentation and update at the June MCISWG meeting 

Attended the Wisconsin Trappers Association District 6 Meeting 

One with Nature AIS Presentation given to 15 kids from the Sparta Boys & Girls Club @ Perch Lake 

Verified Acute bladder snail at Lake Tomah- concerned citizen 

Met with WDNR to map and discuss non-native Phragmites (prohibited species) on Tomah Toro 

property 

Gave Purple Loosestrife presentation at the Cranberry Research Station for the Monroe County 

Invasive Species Working Group field day 

Attended meeting w/ WDNR AIS Biologist to discuss 2025 LMPN Grant 

Attended Lakes & Rivers Partnership Meeting 

AIS updates at Golden Sands council meeting 

Wisconsin Master Naturalists Field Trips (Fall Color Paddle & Microclimates on Blackhawk Island) @ 

UpHam Woods Outdoor Learning Center 

Statewide waterfowl hunter outreach press release & waterfowl hunter outreach @ Mead Wildlife 
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Area 

Attended Wisconsin Master Naturalists 2024 Summit 

Attended Monroe County Invasive Species Working Group meeting- AIS updates 

Attended Lakes & Rivers Partnership Meeting 

Gave AIS & trapping presentation @ Wildlife Fur School held by WDNR 

Hosted Conservation Meet, Greet & Eat event in Mauston 

Fall AIS Coordinator meeting, virtual- EWM Weevil presentation 

EWM biocontrol weevil training (Euhrychiopsis lecontei) 

Attended UMISC, AIS presentation given by Chris Hamerla 

Post-Maternity Leave LMPN Check-In with Shelby Adler 

2025 LMPN signed Cooperative agreements and resolution to WDNR 

Ice fishing outreach, GS newsletter, meeting w/Jeanne S. press release edits 

 

 

 

 


