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Monroe County Natural Resource and Extension Committee 
Regular Monthly Meeting – March 12, 2019 

Monroe County Ag Service Center – 820 Industrial Dr., Sparta, WI 
 

 
Committee Members present: N. VanWychen, D. Pierce, J. Schroeder, W. Habhegger, and A. McCoy. 
Also Present: B. Micheel (LC), C. Mulder (LC), J. Roll (History), C. Ziegler (Parks), B. Halfman (UW-EXT), C. Saxe (UW-
EXT Area Dir.), M. Mickelson (DNR Forester), M. Modjeski (Warden), M. Komiskey (NRCS District Conservationist), 
J. Benes (Golden Sands), Phil Peterson (Wildlife Damage), Mark Drake, and Bob Sutton. 
 
The meeting notice was posted in compliance with the open meeting law.  
 
Call to Order: Chair N. VanWychen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Public Comment Period: None 
 
Approve Minutes from the February 19th NR & Extension Meeting: The committee reviewed the minutes. A 
motion was made to approve the minutes as presented by A. McCoy, second by D. Pierce. Motion carried 5-0.     
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum: None 
 
County Farms Education Funds: None 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto: J. Roll gave an update on the move into the offsite storage facility and a 
brief discussion on using acid free boxes for storing on site. Supervisor Van Wychen announced that J. Roll has 
been nominated for the Governor’s State Tourism Award (Report attached).  Motion was made by A. McCoy to 
accept the History Room and Museum reports as presented, second by D. Pierce. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Extension Office Business:    

1. Review February Expenditures: (Saxe) C. Saxe reviewed monthly expenditures. 
2. Family Living Position: C. Saxe discussed a proposal for a 50% Health & Wellbeing position or adding 

FoodWise for an 80 - 100 % position. C. Saxe to discuss further at the next meeting. 
3. Office Relocation:  B. Halfman reported the extension office is partially moved due to the weather 

and renovations not being completed.  
4. 4H & Youth Development Report (Goede) – report attached. 
5. Agriculture Report (Halfman) - report attached.  
6. AED Update (Saxe) - None. 

 Motion made by A. McCoy to accept Agent reports and review of expenditures, second by D. 
Pierce. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
NRCS Report: M. Komiskey gave an update on the Farm Bill, stating they are experiencing delays in obligation 
of FY19 contracts, so considering planning implementation out to 2020 rather than 2019, availability of 
contractors may be slim this late in the year.  Komiskey stated WRE- Wetland Reserve Easement program  
started this week for prior converted wetland before 1985 can be returned to wetland.  
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Land Conservation Department: 
 

1. Review February Expenditures: B. Micheel reviewed monthly expenditures. 
2. Review/Approve- Tri Creek Cropland Bid: B. Micheel brought two bids to the committee. Hawk High 

Dairy at $192.50 per acre ($19,076.75 yr.) and Greg Larson at $99 per acre ($9,810.90 yr.). Motion was 
made by D. Pierce to accept the higher bid, second by J. Schroeder. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

3. Review/Approve-(MDV) Non-Lapsing Account Resolution: Motion was made by D. Pierce to approve 
Resolution as presented, second by W. Habhegger. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

4. Review/Approve Conservation Camp Scholarships: Motion was made by J. Schroeder to approve camp 
scholarships as presented, second by D. Pierce. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

5. Review/Approve Fishing Easements: B. Micheel presented two fishing easements to the committee- 
Ron Luethe and Mike Wiedl. Motion was made by J. Schroeder to approve fishing easements as 
presented, second by D. Pierce. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

6. County Conservationist Report: B. Micheel announced Roxie Anderson will be filling the Land Use 
Planner position.  Micheel mentioned 10,974 tree sold totaling $9,486. Micheel reported the final 
approval for the Land & Water Resource Mgt. plan was presented at the County Board meeting on Feb 
27th and the approved resolution has been forwarded to DATCP to complete the 10 year process. 
Micheel discussed the idea of hiring an intern to help staff with field work this summer.  (Report 
attached). 

7. Soil & Water Conservationist Report:  C. Mulder reported working with the Village of Norwalk and 
watershed landowners (Jon Muehlenkamp, Mike Wiedl, & Ron Luethe) to create construction plans for 
streambank protection that will be able to receive phosphorous trading credits and is approaching 
landowners in a section of the Little LaCrosse River watershed for a potential Wetland Reserve 
Easement/restoration project. Mulder mentioned she met with Sparta Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director John Hendricks and Sparta City Administrator Todd Fahning to discuss implementing 
trout fishing into a main attraction for Sparta- “Trails & Trout”. (Reports attached). 

 
Wildlife Damage Abatement Program: Final Review/ Approve/Deny- 2018 Claims:  Peterson stated denial 
letters were mailed to Mark Drake and Bob Sutton. Mark and Bob both presented their claims to the board and 
each discussed the difficulties with the deer management requirements. Discussion followed with Peterson‘s 
input In the situation. 

A. Motion was made by J. Schroeder to approve Bob Sutton’s claim for $1,171.23, second by D. 
Pierce. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

B. Motion was made by D. Pierce to approve Mark Drake’s claim for $1,083.90, second by J. 
Schroeder. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

 
Golden Sands: Josh Benes, Executive Director of Golden Sands RC&D, gave an update on the work Golden 
Sands RC&D is doing in Monroe County. He explained what RC&Ds (Resource Conservation & Development 
Councils) are and the service they provide to counties. Benes discussed the work the nonprofit does, the 
resources they have to assist, the services they provide, and items they sell. (Handouts provided). 
 
DNR Reports:  

1. Private Lands: M. Mickelson reported Sean Davison was in Eau Claire at a meeting and asked her to 
relay to the committee that the State Nursery tree sales stock is low and are accepting phone and 
electronic orders at this time. Mickelson stated the next Invasive Meeting will be at the Justice Center 
on March 28th from 1 - 3 p.m.  

2. Warden: Matt Modjeski explained that he has been working mostly snowmobile, fishing and deer 
feeding enforcement. Matt mentioned that fish habitat structures have been placed on the ice at Lake 
Tomah north of the Juneau Street public access. 

3. MFL: None 
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Forestry & Parks:  

1. Forestry & Park Updates: C. Ziegler mentioned a bid was out for the electric expansion and will review 
next month. (Report attached) 

2. Review/Approve Resolution Authorizing a Non-lapsing Capital Improvement Account: A motion was 
made by D. Pierce to approve the resolution as presented, second by A. McCoy. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

3. Review/Approve Resolution Amending Monroe County Camping Fees: Motion was made by A. McCoy 
to approve the camping fees as presented, second by W. Habhegger. Motion carried 5-0-1. 

4. Review Forestry & Parks February Expenditures: C. Ziegler submitted monthly expenditures. 
5. Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. at the Monroe County 

Ag Services Center in Sparta.    
 

 
Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at 11:25  
 
Recorder: Connie Holzl 





                  

University of Wisconsin, U. S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA. 

Monroe County Extension Office 
14345 County Hwy. B, Room 1 
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608-269-8722  
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Bill Halfman, Agriculture Agent  
 
Agriculture Extension Highlights Update February 19, 2019 through March 12, 2019 
 
The Ag Agent presented information on updates on BQA certification and upcoming implementation of BQA- 
Transportation by some meat packers to Farmers First Dairy Cooperative on February 23rd. 
 
The Annual Cattle Feeders workshop series was held February 26 & 27 at 4 locations around the state.  The 
two locations at Gilmanton and Baldwin scheduled for February 25th were cancelled due to the snow storm on 
Feb 24th.  The location in our area once again was had the highest attendance with 80 participants at the 
workshop.  Topics covered were: Management Practices to Control Costs in the Feedyard by Keynote speaker 
Dr. Garland Dahlke, Iowa State University, Direct Marketing Meat Considerations, Comparing Self Feeders to 
TMR bunk feeding, and a Market Outlook.  The Ag Agent is one of the co- coordinators for this statewide 
workshop. 
 
The Shifting Gears workshop series had enough participants to conduct the 2nd and 3rd meeting of the session. 
The Ag Agent along with the Vernon County Ag Agent prepared a presentation for the series on Risk 
Management considerations.  The 3rd session will be held on March 13th.  
 
The Ag Agent helped the Vernon County Ag Agent with a Pesticide Training to help them through their first 
one. 
 
Ag Agents had a Farm Management In-service training on March 18 at Tomah. Kevin Bernhardt led 
discussions on farm financial analysis at the workshop. 
 
The Ag Agent will be a featured speaker on a multi-state webinar series on utilizing retired dairy facilities for 
beef production in cooperation with Iowa State and Minnesota on March 22nd. 
 
The Food Safety and Modernization Act certification training was held near Wilton for the Amish produce 
growers in that area on March 6th.  Another workshop held in Cashton on March 11th that was open to the 
general public.  
 
 
Upcoming Events- more to be added as they get finalized 
 
Mar 20 Regional Waterhemp Workshop- Bangor 
Mar 22 Multi-state Webinar on Beef Production  
Mar 26 Dairy Beef Conference- Sioux Falls S. Dakota 
Mar 28 Webinar make up for Gilmanton and Baldwin Cattle Feeders 
April 6 Shooting Sports Adult Certification Training- Lodi 
April 10 to 12 Maritime Beef Producers Conference- New Brunswick, Canada 
May 18 Shooting Sports Adult Certification- Phillips, WI 
 
 
 



Monroe County UW Extension      Natural Resources & Extension Report 
4-H & Youth Development Agent                             Date:  Tuesday, March 19, 2019    

Joshua L. Goede 

 
 

 

Area 13 4-H Meeting 
On February 15th the 4-H staff from the Area 13 
counties met in Richland County. The meeting was a 
great starting point to see what 4-H looks like in the 
other counties. The Agents each described some of the 
programing they were doing, and the discussion then 
turned to ways to collaborate. The biggest 
collaboration would be working together to host 
summer camp together. Scheduling seemed to be 
biggest sticking point, but conversation will continue 
as the 5 counties work toward an Area 13 Summer 
Camp for 2020.  
 
AODA Opportunity w/Monroe County Safe Community Coalition 
The Agents 4 Change has funding to take three more 
youth to the CADCA Conference. This year it will be 
Dallas, Texas. The Agent is finding participants to go 
to the conference as well as a female chaperone.  
 
Clover College/Jr. Leader Lock-In 
On March 2nd the Jr. Leaders held the 2019 Clover 
College at Ft. McCoy’s Pine View Camp Ground. They 
hosted 32 K-2nd Grade youth from around the county. 
They offered learning sessions on centrifugal force, 
insects, livestock, and art. The Jr. Leaders also had 
snacks and recess. The snack was a fruit pizza with 
cookies donated from Steph’s Cakes & Bakes.  
The Jr. Leader Lock-in followed Clover College. The 
youth had a productive meeting as well as some fun 
Hide & Seek.  
 
Festival of Arts 
The annual Festival of Arts was held Saturday, March 
9. We had over 30 performances and close to 200 arts 
and crafts on display. From the photography classes 
we chose the photos for the cover of the 2019 Monroe 
County Plat Book. Those youth with stand out 

performances will be invited to perform at the “Blue 
Ribbon Variety Show” on Sunday of the 2019 Monroe 
County Fair.  
 
Fur, Fin, & Feather 
April 13th will be the annual small animal show. 
Invitations have been sent across the state. The event 
brings 4-Hers and FFA members from as far away as 
the Fox River Valley.  
  
Shooting Sports 
Shooting Sports practices finally lined out and have 
been going well.  Archery and Air Rifle will run 
though the end of March with a   wild game buffet 
and awards on April 1. 
There are plans to offer powder sports later in the 
spring. The committee is working on the schedule. 
They are looking at two days a week for three weeks or 
six weeks at one day a week. The committee is talking 
to families currently in the archery and air rifle to see 
their thoughts about the schedule.   
 
Out Post 
Monroe County will be planning another Outpost like 
last year. The program will be slightly shorter and 
will have a couple of different activities but otherwise 
will be mostly the same. Monroe County will open the 
program to all 5 Area 13 4-H program and county 
youth. This will be a cursory look at what working 
together might look like for all 5 of the counties. The 
dates will June 17-19.  
 
Other Summer Plans 
The summer planning has started. The Agent has been 
looking at locations for our usual summer programs 
including Boys’ and Girls’ Science Days as well as 
Clover Camp.  

COMING SOON 
o April 1 Shooting Sports Awards 

Banquet 
o April 13 Fur, Fin, & Feather 
o April 25-29 WI 4-H Space Camp 
o May 1 & 8 Student Gov’t. Days 
o June 17-19 Out Post Camp 
o June 17 Clothing Preview 
o June 24-27 WI 4-H & Youth 

Conference 
o July 14-18 CADCA Mid-Year 
o July 24-28 Monroe County Fair 
o August 4-8 4-H Summer Camp  

• Jr. Leaders 

▪ The next Jr. Leaders meeting will be June 8th. 
They will be painting the food stand and then 
go  
 

• Volunteers in Preparation 

▪ There are classes scheduled for: 

• Thursday, March 21 @ 6:00-8:00 pm 
 

Continuing Programs 



 
 March 12th, 2019 - Staff Report 

Bob Micheel - County Conservationist 
 LCD Business: 

• Land Use Planner Position: Roxie Anderson starts Monday, March 18th. 
• Tree Sales Update:  10,974 trees sold totaling $9,486 
• Monroe County CWD Task Force – Planning a CWD summit in two locations in 

Monroe County (Kickapoo Valley Reserve & Sparta) for May and August. Opportunity 
to educate the public on prevention & awareness.  

• PL566 Dams – Peterson Dam – Rock hauled in for future crossing to dam (Leis 
Excavating); Baltz dam – (Manske & Sons) low bid. 

• Multiple Discharger Variance (MDV) – Monroe County is receiving MDV dollars from 
municipalities participating in the phosphorous MDV program. The county receives 
payment to implement measures within the HUC 8 that covers practice cost and a 
percent of the administrative cost. Required to develop a non-lapsing account to 
carry funds over a period of years to implement phosphorous management practices 
(streambank stabilization, dams, nutrient mgt., etc.). 

• Land & Water Resource Mgt. Plan: - Final approval received from County Board on 
February 27th. Approved resolution forwarded to DATCP to complete 10 year process. 

• Private Well Testing – Working with the Health department to increase private well 
testing to establish base line water quality in Monroe County. Tests could include N, 
bacteria, or full pesticide/heavy metal analysis. Cost and scope of project to be 
determined. 

• Political Chats – Met with representative Kind’s office, Shilling, & Oldenburg recently 
to discuss PL566 dams, Farmland Preservation, groundwater, funding, etc. 

• Flood Mitigation properties: County (Zoning Dept.) is receiving assistance to buy out 
displaced residents in the Little La Crosse River Watershed who are located in the 
flood plain. These purchases and structural removals will take place in 2020. LCD 
interested in creating and or maintaining access points for trout fishing and or canoe 
landings. Plan to meet with DNR as possible partners in development and 
maintenance of these sites. 

• Soil & Water Resource Management – Cooperator Grant: Applying for an $80,000 
grant that would be available in 2020 for participating landowners in the two 
Agricultural Enterprise Areas. This would be a $2,000 signup bonus for all new 
Farmland Preservation (FLP) participants. The objective is to double current FLP 
participation, which in turn protects Ag lands from non-Ag uses, while protecting 
water quality and improving soil health. 

• Presentations: Area Technical Update Meeting; WLWCA Conference – Christina and I 
are presenting on CREP, Monroe County’s success along with dam and stream design 
considerations relative to climate change; City of La Crosse – potential  P-Adaptive 
Management/Trading program with municipalities in La Crosse County. 

 
Meeting Schedule: 

• March 13-15th – WLWCA Conference 
• March 19th – Monroe County CWD Task Force & CDAC – Meeting 
• March 20th – Norwalk Dam – Flood Warning Training 
• April 4th – Awards Committee/Tri-Creek Land Use Committee 
• April 9th - Natural Resource & Extension Committee Meeting 

 



March 12, 2019-- Soil & Water Conservationist’s Report 
 

Christina Mulder 

• Activities 
o Presented Certificates of Participation and Thank Yous to the two 

Cashton High School students who created the videos for the Land 
Stewardship Awards Banquet.  

o Working with the Village of Norwalk and watershed landowners (Jon 
Muehlenkamp, Mike Wiedl, & Ron Luethe) to create construction plans 
for streambank protection that will be able to receive phosphorous 
trading credits.  

o Working with Andre Paquette to install a fishing easement on a 
Tributary of the Little LaCrosse River 

o Attended the NRCS Southwest Technical Update in Richland Center 
o Approaching landowners in a section of the Little LaCrosse River 

watershed for a potential Wetland Reserve Easement and wetland 
restoration project.  

o Met with Sparta Chamber of Commerce Executive Director John 
Hendricks and Sparta City Administrator Todd Fahning to discuss 
implementing trout fishing into Sparta’s main attractions since it seems 
to be a hidden gem. “Trails & Trout” 

Bryce Richardson 

• Activities 
o Completing Designs and DNR Permits for 2019 projects 
o Attended NRCS Technical Update in Richland Center 
o Received all 2019 Annual Fees for Nonmetallic Mines. ($18,200 Co. 

Share) 
o Began Farmland Preservation Compliance Checks 

 











Forestry & Parks Report (March) – Ziegler  

Forestry: 

• Active Sale 145, Town of Byron 
 

• Misc. 
o WCFA conference call 
o Summer Tour planning 

 
 

Parks: 

• Electric expansion 
 

• Department Head Meeting 
 

Snowmobile: 
 

• Prepare 2019-20 Snowmobile Grant Contract 
• Maintenance approvals 

 
 

 
 

 
 






