Wisconsin Fund

Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System

Replacement or Rehabilitation 

Financial Assistance Program


Established in 1978, the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Replacement or Rehabilitation Financial Assistance Program provides financial incentives to protect public health, safety, and the waters of the state. Since its inception the program has awarded over $77 million in grants for nearly 34,400 residences and businesses to replace or rehabilitate failing private systems statewide.


As part of this program, Wisconsin counties, Indian tribes, and municipalities within Milwaukee County may apply for grants to assist owners of principal residences and small commercial establishments in rehabilitating or replacing a failing private system. 

You may be eligible for a grant under this program, if ALL of the following requirements are met:

· You reside in a governmental unit that is participating in the program.
· A state or governmental unit employee verifies that you have a failing system before replacement begins.
· Your private residence or small commercial establishment is not located in a area served by a municipal system.
· The system serving your principal residence or small commercial establishment was constructed prior to July 1, 1978.
· The combined adjusted gross income of all owners of the principal residence is less than $45,000 or the gross revenue of small commercial establishment is less than $362,500. Grant awards for principal residences are reduced by $.30 for each dollar earned over $32,000.
· Your principal residence or small commercial establishment is served by a category 1 or failing system.
· The principal residence or small commercial establishment is occupied 51% of the year by the owner.
· The small commercial establishment is operated by the owner and has a daily wastewater flow rate less than 5,000 gallons per day.
· Your application is submitted within three years from the date of the verification of failure.
When is the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Considered Failing?

When properly operating, a system safely treats wastewater by storing sludge and solids in the septic tank and treating and dispersing wastewater in a soil absorption field. A failing system can harm the environment by discharging sewage to the surface, to a lake or stream or to groundwater. Your system may not show any apparent signs of failure and yet be failing.

Where Can I Find More Information About This Program?

If you live in Monroe County, call the Sanitation Office at 269-8736. If a sanitation officer does find your system to be failing, you will need to replace your system. If you are applying for a grant for partial reimbursement, do not replace the system until a Sanitation Officer has verified that it is failing.

What Do I Have To Do To Apply For This Grant?

Replace the system and pay for it. Fill out an application for the Wisconsin Fund Grant. Submit the application to the Monroe County Sanitation Office along with the letter signed stating that you are aware of the $200.00 application fee that is due when your grant money arrives, and a copy of your income tax papers for the year in which you are applying. As soon as your cancelled checks and paid bills are available, send copies to the Sanitation Office. Your application can not be submitted to the state until these are in the Sanitation Office. If you do not file income tax papers, we will need a copy of whatever income you receive (Social Security?) and a signed Affidavit of Low Income. If the property is involved in a real estate transaction, we will need a copy of the closing statement. If you have any other questions, please call the Monroe County Sanitation Office at 269-8736.

If The Application is Approved, When Can I Expect To Receive The Money?

Applications may be submitted to the Sanitation Office as soon as all the paperwork is available. All applications will be submitted to the State no later than the end of the year. The money will not be received by the Sanitation Office until late Summer or early Fall of the following year. You will be notified when your check is at the Sanitation Office.

If The Application is Denied, Does The Failing System Still Need To Be Corrected?

Yes. Remember, a failing private onsite wastewater treatment system is a violation of your local ordinance and state statutes and can result in water pollution and health hazards. You may be ordered to correct a violation even if your governmental unit is not participating in the program or if you are not eligible to receive financial assistance.

