
AG & EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Monroe County Extension Office, Rolling Hills Complex, Room 220 

Friday, July 13, 2012 
 

Meeting was called in accordance with open meeting law requirements.  
 
Meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson Mary Cook at 9:06 a.m. 
 
Members present were:  Mary Cook, Dale Greeno and David Pierce.  Agents present were:  Bill Halfman,  
Karen Joos, Will Cronin, and Amy Steies.  Others present were:  Jarrod Roll, Deb Jones, Western District 
Director and Cathy Schmit, County Administrator.  Members absent were:  Nodji Van Wychen, Gail 
Chapman and Alli Karrells. 
 
Motion was made by Dale Greeno to accept the minutes for the past meeting as printed.  Seconded by 
David Pierce.  Motion carried.  3-0-2 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, August 10, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. at the Extension Office, Rolling 
Hills Complex, Room 220. 
 
THE DEKE SLAYTON MEMORIAL SPACE AND BIKE MUSEUM REPORT  - No report was given.   
  
LOCAL HISTORY ROOM REPORT was given by Jarrod Roll.  Motion was made by David Pierce to accept 
the Local History Room Report and pay bills for the month.  Seconded by Dale Greeno.  Motion carried.  
3-0-2  (report attached) 
 
COUNTY FARM EDUCATION FUNDS 
 Discussion of Other Potential Projects – No projects discussed. 
 
EXTENSION OFFICE BUSINESS AND BILLS— The Extension educators provided education current 
programs/impacts.  Motion made by  David Pierce to accept agent program reports and office bills/credit 
card expenditures.  Seconded by Dale Greeno.  Motion carried.  3-0-2  (reports attached) 
 
EXTENSION OF 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AGENT LEAVE OF ABSENCE—Motion made by Mary Cook 
to extend 4-H Youth Development agent leave of absence through August 31, 2012.  Seconded by David 
Pierce.  Motion carried. 3-0-2 
 
EXTENSION OF INTERIM 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AGENT POSITION—Motion made by Mary Cook 
to extend Interim 4-H Youth Development Agent position at 80% through September 30th, 2012.  Second 
by David Pierce. Motion carried.  3-0-2 
 
DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL OPTIONS AND TIMELINES FOR 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AGENT 
POSITION WITH UW-EXTENSION REGIONAL DIRECTOR DEB JONES—The district director gave an 
update on the hiring process in Eau Claire County, and that interviews were scheduled for mid-August, the 
outcome would dictate what the next steps Monroe County would have to consider. 
 
FUEL ACCOUNT REQUEST FOR UW-EXTENSION AGENS FOR RENTAL CARS, PAID FOR OUT-OF-
COUNTY TRAVEL FUNDS—Motion made by David Pierce to approve Fuel Card Account Approval Request 
for UW-Extension Office.  Seconded by Dale Greeno.  Motion carried. 3-0-2 
 
Motion was made to adjourn by David Pierce, seconded by Dale Greeno, and approved on a 3-0-2 vote at 
10:11 a.m. 

Bill Halfman, Recording  Secretary 





  
Monroe County Office 
Agriculture & Extension Education Committee 

 
Report by: Karen Joos       July 2012 
 
Program Related 

 

 Met with Susan Schwab from the Tomah VA regarding financial management resources and possible 
program offerings 

 Attended the monthly meeting of the Monroe County Planning Council 

 Met with Couleecap staff along with Safe Communities Coalition Executive Committee regarding the 
Drug Free Communities Grant visit recommendations from the SAMSHA grant supervisor. 

 Tested 2 pressure canner gauges for accuracy. 

 Monthly meeting of the Education Subcommittee of the Monroe County Housing Coalition, focused on 
future goals, updating the display board, and assisted with content for presentation at the “Home for 
Everyone Conference” in July. 

 Attended the quarterly meeting of the Monroe County Caregiver Coalition  

 Co-Taught “Gracious Space: Techniques for Effective Group Leadership” Workshop for UW-
Extension/UW-Colleges Office of Inclusion 

 Monroe County bi-weekly OWI Court Team and Team Meetings 

 Monthly HCE Bridge 

 Wrote weekly Karen’s Korner columns for the Sparta and Tomah newspapers 
 
Jackson/Monroe/Vernon Leadership Program 

 Facilitated a Steering Committee meeting to plan seminars and dates for the 2012-2013 JMV 
Leadership Program.  Am currently updating the brochure and application blank which will be on the 
UW-Extension website.  July will include marketing the program and accepting applications, as well as 
ordering supplies for next year’s class. 

 

Other Activities 
 Attended District WACEC meeting in Eau Claire  

 Attended the State WACEC Conference in Green Bay with Nodji VanWychen 

 Representing Dept. of Family Development Western and Northern Districts, attended the quarterly 
Faculty Senate Meeting 

 Attended the Coulee CAP Board monthly meeting as a Planning & Evaluation Committee and Board 
member 
 

Future program plans: 

 OWI Court and evaluation plans 

 COMPASS NOW follow-up  

 Jackson-Monroe-Vernon Leadership Program marketing and recruitment 

 Monroe County Fair preparations 
 











Monroe County UW Extension  Ag & Extension Committee Report 
4-H Youth Development                                   Date: July 13, 2012    

Amy Steies 

 

 

 
 

 
The Agent planned and carried out a Saturday session of Cloverbud Day Camp where there were 16 
youth campers in attendance.  The theme was “Insect Inspector,” so all activities revolved around that 
theme.  There was a hands-on session taught by Mary Szepi (a naturalist with Kickapoo Valley 
Reserve), scavenger hunt, recreation activities, arts and crafts activities, and healthy snack making.  
Each camper left with educational materials to continue learning more about insects at home.  Helpers 
with the Day Camp included Ambassadors, Junior Leaders, and family members of campers. 
 

 
Agent assisted with the well-attended Family Picnic.  The Leon Community Center was full with 4-H 
members and their families.  Besides socialization and a meal, the newly-renovated playground was 
available for youth to play in as well as yard games for use by people of all ages.  A Service Learning 
Grant was supplied by the Monroe County 4-H Leaders’ Association to cover the cost of updating the 
playground.  The graduating class of 2012 was honored during the meal. 
  
The Agent assisted with the planning and implementation of the pre-fair Clothing Preview event.  The 
judge was very impressed with the quality of entries by youth, and participants were encouraged to 
continue with their sewing and clothing construction lessons.  Participating individuals will be 
featured in the Style Show held Sunday of the county fair.  Two youth will be traveling to the 
Wisconsin State Fair to represent Monroe County in the Clothing Revue event.  More would have 
qualified to go based on the high quality of their completed projects, but they are not yet of age to 
attend State Fair. 
  
The Agent promoted Monroe County 4-H during an event held at the Ft. McCoy Child Development 
Center.  The theme at the center was June Dairy Days, and two 4-H families took their animals and set 
up a petting zoo for the children of all ages at the center and the staff members.  The 4-H members and 
their parents explained about their animals (guinea pig, rabbits, kitten, dog, chicks, rooster, goat, etc.) 
while the different age groups took turn petting the animals they may not have exposure to at home.  
Developmentally-appropriate, farm-animal-related educational materials that helped promote 4-H 
were sent home for the older children. 



Monroe County UW Extension  Ag & Extension Committee Report 
4-H Youth Development                                   Date: July 13, 2012    

Amy Steies 

 

 

 
 

 
 
The Agent attended Upham Woods Summer Camp that was held in conjunction with La Crosse County.  
There were nearly 30 campers as well four counselors and two adult helpers that attended from Monroe 
County.  The Agent planned for and coordinated the Outpost portion of camp, which is a more 
strenuous, active part of camp available for the oldest campers from 6th-8th grades.  Campers set up a 
tent site for the last night of sleeping.  Activities hosted by an Upham Woods Naturalist included 
canoeing, fire-building learning session, a Night Hike, and group initiatives at Peanut Butter 
Mountain (low ropes course), and recreational games.  All campers, counselors, and adults concluded 

the 2-night, 3-day camp with a ride on the Wisconsin Ducks to highlight the natural scenery and 
history of the Dells area.  During the “Coins for Camp” campaign to raise money for renovating Upham 
Woods, La Crosse/Monroe County camp donated enough money to receive a brick for the firepit area 
with the county names engraved in them so that will be a legacy for years to come. 
 
The Agent has been planning and teaching summer enrichment sessions at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Tomah.  Members of the Ambassador group have been helping.  The July session focused on STEM-
based principles with engineering as the main emphasis of the activities the younger and older age 
groups participated in.  The next (and last) session for summer 2012 will be held in August. 
 

Upcoming Events 
July 
13-Junior Leader Trip to Madison; 8:00 a.m. leave time 
17-19-Farm Tech Days, Outagamie County 
18-Foods Revue, 6:00 p.m. Registration @ Sparta United Methodist Church 
21-Fair Set-up @ Monroe County Fairgrounds, 9:00 a.m./Stall Set-Up 
22-Mock Horse Show @ Monroe County Fairgrounds, 1:00 p.m. 
23-Exhibit Hall Cleanup 
25-29-Monroe County Fair 
28-4-H Action Center/Demonstrations, 3:00 p.m. @ Monroe County Fairgrounds 
29-Farmer Olympics, 10:00 a.m. @ Monroe County Fairgrounds’ Beef and Dairy Barn 
     4-H Action Center/Demonstrations, 12 p.m. @ Monroe County Fairgrounds 
     Clothing Preview Style Show, 2:30 p.m. @ Monroe County Fairgrounds 
August 
2-12—WI State Fair, West Allis 
7-Jolly Joiners perform at State Fair 
9-12-State Fair Clothing Revue Event for Monroe County (Period 4) 
9-Star Gazers perform at State Fair 
16-Record Book Workshop, 6-8 p.m., Immanuel United Methodist Church, Norwalk 
14-Boys and Girls Club of Tomah, 9:30-11 a.m. 
18-Western District Gymkhana @ Jackson County Fair Park Grounds 
September 
4-Executive Board Meeting @ Room 220 UW-Extension Office, 7:30 p.m. 
17-Leaders’ Association Meeting @ Rolling Hills Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 
18-Regional Meeting @ Fanny Hill, Eau Claire (all day) 
28-30-Cranfest, Warrens 
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       Bill Halfman, Agriculture Agent  
 
Agriculture Extension Update June 8, 2012 to July 12, 2012 
 
The three corn grain foliar fungicide trials have been started in the area. They are located near Mindoro, 
Cashton and Wilton this year. The fungicides were applied in early June and plots will be rated in early August, 
early September and yield measured at harvest time.  Three fungicide products are being evaluated in each 
plot this year.   
 
The alfalfa fungicide plot continues, and 2nd cutting was harvested on June 15th.  We will apply fungicide again 
to 4th cutting for the final cutting to be evaluated this year.  So far results from 6 locations have shown only 
50% of the time a yield increase with fungicide compared to untreated ad only 33% of the time a yield increase 
when including fungicide with insecticide compared to insecticide alone.  The quality analysis has not been 
completed yet.    
 
Tractor Safety was held June 18 – 20th.  This year was a trial of holding cooperative class with Monroe and La 
Crosse Counties.  The class had 27 students, with instructors including the Ag Agents and High School Ag 
Teachers from both counties.  Tractors for the driving practicum were provided by St. Joseph Equipment and 
Horizon Equipment.  The feedback from the instructors was that combining labor forces appeared to work very 
well.  The facilities also worked very well.  We plan to continue this format next year with some changes to help 
improve the course.  The tractor safety class was also featured on Channel 19 news. 
 
The Ag Agent was on Channel 8 news to discuss the merits of the old saying “knee high by the 4th of July” 
regarding corn growth. 
 
The Ag Agent was one of the presenters at a field day near Rochester Minnesota on July 10th to share the 
results, so far, of the fungicide research being conducted on alfalfa.  The field day was organized by the 
Midwest Forage Association, who is one of the primary funders of this research. 
 
A number of farm visits were done to diagnose problems related to crop production.  There have also been a 
number of sick plants brought into the office for diagnosis, and weeds for identification. 
 
UW Extension has responded to the dry conditions by developing a number of fact sheets and information 
materials to assist people with their decision making process for managing through the drought.  The central 
location for this material is at http://fyi.uwex.edu/drought2012/ 
 
Upcoming Events 
July 17-19 Farm Technology Days 
July 21 Fair work day 
July 23 Apple and Small Fruit Workshop 
July 25-29 Monroe County Fair 
August 1 Carcass Evaluations/ Contest 
August 8 Wisconsin Cranberry Growers Summer Field Day 
August 14-15- Area Agronomy Days 
August 20-21 Manure Expo at USDA Dairy Forage Research Center- Prairie du Sac 

http://fyi.uwex.edu/drought2012/



