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Monroe County Natural Resource and Extension Committee 
Regular Monthly Meeting – November 14, 2017 

Monroe County Ag Service Center – 820 Industrial Dr., Sparta, WI 
 
 
Committee Members present: N. VanWychen, D. Pierce, M. Halverson, J. Schroeder, and D. Hall  
Absent: D. Olson  
Also Present:  C. Ziegler (Forestry), B. Micheel (LC), C. Mulder (LC), B. Richardson (LC), R. Swatek (NRCS), J. Roll 
(Hist), B. Halfman (UW-EXT), E. Eggert (UW-EXT), J. Goede(UW-EXT), C. Saxe (UW-EXT Area Dir.), S. Davison 
(DNR), M. Mickelson (DNR Forester), and  Simon Wells with Shae Fox (Monroe County Ag Society). 
 
The meeting notice was posted in compliance with the open meeting law.  
 
Call to Order: Chair VanWychen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Public Comment Period: None 
 
Approve Minutes from the October 10th NR & Extension Meeting:  The Committee reviewed the minutes. A 
motion was made to approve the minutes as presented by J. Schroeder, seconded by M. Halverson. Motion 
carried, 5-0-1. 
 
Deke Slayton/Bike Museum: None 
 
Local History Room/Wegner Grotto- J. Roll reviewed October expenditures and presented report to the 
committee (attached).  J. Roll stated the 1950s Christmas display open house held yesterday the 13th turned out 
well with 60 attending. Roll also handed out flyer for “Come See Santa” and “A Craft Day” (attached). Motion 
was made by D. Pierce to approve the local History Room reports, seconded by M. Halverson. Motion carried 5-0-
1. 
 
Land Conservation Department: 

1. Review October Expenditures: B. Micheel reviewed expenditures, report attached.  
2. Budget Adjustment: B. Micheel presented a Budgetary Adjustment (attached) for a shortage of funds 

for the Land Conservation Department in the amount of $900. Motion was made by J. Schroeder to 
approve budget adjustment as presented for $900, seconded by D. Pierce. Motion carried, 5-0-1. 

3. County Conservationist Report:  B. Micheel presented department report to the committee (attached). 
B, Micheel gave an update on the fish kill on Moore Creek (Norwalk), due to over application of 
manure. The Radke family has agreed to enter into the WPDS permit for their operation. They are 
working with the CAFO-DNR specialist on their permit application. Micheel mentioned Connie will have 
a news article featuring the Monroe County Tree Sale Program in the November 19th issue under 
Conservation Matters. Micheel also brought up the Tri Creek Norwalk Rod & Gun club has new 
members interested in operating the club. Bob discussed the pond drain plugging issue with the PL566 
Dam (Luckason). 

4. Soil & Water Conservationist Reports: B. Richardson reported on completing design surveys and 
beginning to design projects for 2018. Richardson gave an update on completing projects. B. Richardson 
also mentioned that the mine inspections will begin in late November. C. Mulder reported completing 
farm walkovers for the Farmland Preservation Program. Mulder mentioned she has started site visits on 
the contracts expiring in 2018. Mulder discussed working on designs and construction for Conservation 
Practices for 2018. (Reports attached).  

5. Review/Approve Cost-Share Agreements: None 
 

 
NRCS Report:  R. Swatek reported he has been busy processing the CSP payments, stating this is a very busy time 
for their office.  Swatek also noted that the EQIP deadline is December 1. 
 
DNR Reports:  
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1. Private Lands: S. Davison reported on the Invasive Grants that were funded from last August and a wait 
list for next August. Davison mentioned they have larger tree orders coming in and if smaller quantities 
needed he is sending them to the County Land Conservation Department. 

2. Warden: None 
3. MFL: None 

 
Forestry & Parks:  

1. Forestry & Park Updates: C. Ziegler presented his department report (attached). Ziegler discussed the 
addition to the maintenance shed. Ziegler gave a report on changes and upgrades including the 
installation of 900 feet of a waterline and adding an electrical pedestal close to the camp host site.  

2. 1-ton Dump Truck Purchase from Village of Warrens: C. Ziegler gave a presentation on a 2006 GMC 
3500 Truck for sale by the Village of Warrens. Discussion followed.  

3. Review Forestry & Parks Expenditures: C. Ziegler reviewed the October monthly expenditures 
                   
 
County Farm Education Funds – Discussion of potential projects: Simon Wells and Shae Fox of the Monroe 
County Agricultural Society approached the committee for a donation of $15,000 to help with the costs for the 
expansion of the building where the swine, sheep, llamas, poultry, and rabbits are housed during the fair. 
Discussion followed with the Committee asking that Wells and Fox work with Halfman to compile more 
information and bring back to next month’s meeting.   
 
Extension Office Business:   

1. Review of  October Expenditures  
2. 4H & Youth Development Report (Goede) – report attached. 
3. Family Living Report (Eggert) –report attached. 
4. Agriculture Report (Halfman) –report attached.  
Motion made by D. Pierce to accept Agent reports and review of expenditures, seconded by M. Halverson. 
Motion carried 4-0-1. 

 
The next meeting will be held Tuesday, December 12th at 8:30 a.m. at the Monroe County Ag Services Center in 
Sparta. 
 
Motion to adjourn: was made at 11:05 a.m. by J. Schroeder, second by M. Halverson.  Motion carried, 4-0-1. 
 
Recorder: Connie Holzl 
 






















