May 11, 2015
TIME AND PLACE:
The regular meeting of the Monroe County Board of Health was called to order by Dean Peterson at 9:07 a.m. Monday, May 11, 2015 in Room 443 of the Community Services Center, Bldg A, 14301 County Hwy B, Sparta.  

ROLL CALL:
Present:
Dean Peterson




Gene Treu







Dr. Emma Ledbetter




Marlene Sund



Jim Rice



Wade Blackdeer



Kristy Brown

Excused:
Mary Cook

Staff:

Sharon Nelson




Pam Rainwater



Patty Hagen




Jennifer Pederson
REVIEW OF MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 13, 2015 meeting were reviewed.  Motion by Gene Treu, seconded by Jim Rice to approve minutes as presented; motion carried.

BUDGET REPORTS:
Sharon Nelson presented the budget reports for Public Health, WIC, and Loan Closet to the Board.  
PROGRAM REPORTS:
Pam Rainwater presented the program reports.       
STAFF COMP TIME & MILEAGE REPORT: Pam Rainwater presented the staff comp time and mileage report.                                                

NOTICE OF BUDGETARY ADJUSTMENT – EAGLES CLUB:
Sharon informed board members that the health department was recently the recipient of a $250.00 check on behalf of the Sparta Eagles Club. Monies will be used for the purchase of Pack and Play cribs for income eligible families.  Motion made by Emma Ledbetter, seconded by Kristy  Brown to accept the donation in the amount of $250.00; motion carried.
NOTICE OF BUDGETARY ADJUSTMENT WESTERN WISCONSIN CARES:  

Sharon notified the board of a $60.00 donation the health department received from Western Wisconsin Cares (WWC).  WWC has requested that the donation be put towards the purchase of supplies for the health department’s SAK Pack program. Motion made by Emma Ledbetter, seconded by Kristy Brown to accept the donation in the amount of $60.00; motion carried.
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E-WIC NEW AND IMPROVED – PATRICIA HAGEN, COORDINATOR:
Sharon introduced Patricia Hagen, RD, WIC Coordinator/Nutritionist who presented information to the board on the new eWIC initiative, an electronic benefits transfer (EBT) system.   Patty noted that June 10, 2015 will signal the start of eWIC, with participant use being phased in over June, July and August and full participation anticipated by September 2015. Participant benefits will remain unchanged.   Vendors will receive extensive training at the end of May, WIC staff on June 3rd and participants over the three month period as noted.  Participants will be required to sign a rights and responsibilities agreement and choose a four digit PIN number in order to obtain benefits.  Benefits are good for one month only with the EBT cards automatically re-loading at the end of the month.  Patty provided board members with a handout containing information on e-WIC noting that the Farmer’s Market vendors will continue to utilize paper vouchers.
MENTAL HEALTH WORKGROUP UPDATE – JENNIFER PEDERSON, PHN:

Sharon introduced Jennifer Pederson, PHN.  Jennifer noted that the Mental Health work group began in 2012 secondary to results of the COMPASS NOW Needs Assessment and Monroe County’s Community Health Improvement Plan which highlighted the lack of mental health services in the county.  Jennifer advised that the work group has made great strides in the area of mental health including holding regular monthly meetings, establishing a Monroe County National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) chapter, and hosting mental health trainings in Sparta and Tomah.  The group also queried Tomah Memorial Hospital, Mayo Clinic Health System-Sparta, and the Sparta Police Department for mental health data as a means of substantiating the prevalence of mental health concerns and the need for additional services in the county.  Jennifer noted the workgroup is also in the process of applying for a United Way Venture grant to support mental health counseling services in the Sparta and Tomah school systems, and working on a Change Direction campaign. This campaign would address the five signs of emotional suffering and provide education on what the general public can do to assist affected individuals, thereby working towards reducing the stigma of mental illness.
ADJOURNMENT:    
The next Board of Health meeting will be held on June 8, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 443 of the Community Services Building.  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 a.m. made by Gene Treu, seconded by Kristy Brown; motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by,

Sharon L. Nelson, RN





Pamela J. Rainwater, RN
Director/Health Officer




Recording Secretary
sln/pjr/ld
