
MINUTES APPROVED 3.08.2013 
AG & EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

MONROE COUNTY LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2013 

 

Meeting was called in accordance with open meeting law requirements.  
 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Nodji Van Wychen at 9:03 am. 
 

Members present were:  Nodji Van Wychen, Mary Cook, Gail Chapman, Dale Greeno and David Pierce.  Dale and Mary arrived at 9:15 
a.m.  Mary Cook stepped out of the meeting at 10:15 a.m. and returned at 10:25 a.m.  .Agents present were:  Bill Halfman, Karen Joos, 
and Will Cronin.  Others present were:  Jarrod Roll.    Absent: Alli Karrels. 
 

Motion was made by David Pierce to accept the minutes for the past meeting as printed.  Seconded by Gail Chapman.  Motion carried.  
3-0-2 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday March 8, 2013. at 9:00 a.m. in the Monroe County Extension Office, Rolling Hills Complex, 
Room 220, Sparta. 
 

THE DEKE SLAYTON MEMORIAL SPACE AND BIKE MUSEUM REPORT—a written report was handed out (report attached) a brief 
tour of Deke Slayton Museum took place. 
 

EXTENSION OFFICE BUSINESS AND BILLS— The Extension educators provided education current programs/impacts.  Motion made 
by  Dale Greeno to accept agent program reports and office bills/credit card expenditures.  Seconded by Mary Cook.  Motion carried.  5-0  
(reports attached) 
 

PERFORMANCE REVIEWS—reminder that performance reviews will be held at the March 8th committee meeting. 
 

MONROE COUNTY EXTENSION 133 CONTRACT UPDATE—Motion made by David Pierce to approve the Monroe County Extension 
133 Contract Amendment with UW-Extension as presented. Seconded by Gail Chapman. Motion carried. 5-0 
 

STATE WACEC CONFERENCE  APRIL 8-10, 2013— Motion made by Mary Cook to approve Nodji Van Wychen to attend the state 
WACEC conference. Seconded by David Pierce. Motion carried. 5-0  
 

COUNTY CREDIT CARD REQUEST—  Motion made by Mary Cook to approve a county credit card with $500 limit for new 
4-H Youth Development agent Josh Goede. Seconded by David Pierce. Motion carried. 5-0 
 

COUNTY FARM EDUCATION FUNDS 
 Discussion of Other Potential Projects— no discussion 
  
LOCAL HISTORY ROOM REPORT was given by Jarrod Roll.  Motion was made by Mary Cook to accept the Local History Room Report 
and pay bills for the month.  Seconded by David Pierce.  Motion carried.  5-0  (report attached) 

  LHR BOARD APPOINTMENTS— Motion made by Mary Cook to approve Carolyn Habelman, Joan Cook and John Lasko to 
appointment to the Monroe County Local History Room Board of Trustees for 3 year terms.  Seconded by David Pierce. Motion carried 
5-0.  

  BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
  Motion made by David Pierce to approve budget adjustment to the Grotto as presented “Reimburse Wegner Grotto 
maintenance 2012 expenses $582.53 from Wegner Grotto trust account #82.11360 to pay for hand railing installation in 2012.”  
Seconded by Gail Chapman. Motion carried. 4-0-1 
  Motion made by Gail Chapman to approve budget adjustment for Local History Room as  presented “Reimburse Local History 
Room 2012 Personal Expenses $803.22 (salaries $848.52 less Fringe Benefits of $48.66, and Work Comp $3.36) from PBI 
account #82.11361 Public Programming, Outreach, and Education Fundraised Dollars to pay for additional on-call hours needed 
to cover public programming and community outreach initiatives.”  Seconded by David Pierce.  Motion carried. 4-0-1 

 

Motion was made to adjourn by Mary Cook, seconded by David Pierce and approved on a  5-0 vote at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Bill Halfman, Recording Secretary 



  
Monroe County Office 
Agriculture & Extension Education Committee 

 
Report by: Karen Joos       February 2013 
 
 
Program Related 

 In coordination with the Justice Department and Judge Ziegler, assisted in preparing the power point 
and year-end report for County Board presentation.  

 Attended the monthly meeting of the Monroe County Child Abuse Prevention Task Force, focused on 
plans for April Child Abuse Prevention Month; and a second meeting to select the winning student 
design of this year’s t-shirt. 

 As part of the Safe Community Coalition Drug Free Communities Grant, attended the “Prescription 
Drug”, “Public Relations” and “Alcohol Policy” workgroup meetings. 

 Attended the monthly meeting of the Monroe County Safe Communities Coalition, focused on updates 
and future plans/ goals of the Drug Free Communities Grant. 

 Monroe County Housing Education Subcommittee, focused on April Fair Housing Month and creating 
a succinct list of rural housing concerns to share at the Southwest Housing Coalition meeting where 
representatives from the Wisconsin Division on Housing will be in attendance. 

 Monroe County bi-weekly OWI Court Team and Team Meetings. 

 Attended the monthly Monroe County Planning Council meeting 

 Monthly HCE Bridge 

 Wrote weekly Karen’s Korner columns for the Sparta and Tomah newspapers 

 Year-end reports. 
 

Jackson/Monroe/Vernon Leadership Program 
 Planned and facilitated the January Seminar on Poverty.  The day included “packing weekend 

backpacks” of food for Tomah School Students; DVD’s (16:49 depicts senarios of homeless teens in 
Beloit, WI; “The Line” (New face of poverty; nature of poverty; and cycle of poverty); “The Line” (CBS 
documentary of a food line in Southeast Ohio with selected family scenarios; creating lunch from items 
found in “Food Pantry” bags; Tour of Neighbor to Neighbor Food Pantry with Executive Director Judy 
Deming; and a community panel of Tomah “homeless student” coordinator; Families First; and Family 
Promise with statistics and program updates. 

 Began preparation and plans for the February Seminar. 
 

Other Activities 
 In an advisory capacity, attended the Monroe County HCE Executive Board Meeting and Leadership 

Day. 

 As a Couleecap Board Member, attended the Planning and Evaluation Committee and monthly Board 
of Directors meeting. 

 Civil Rights Review 

 Final 4-H Agent Interviews 
 

Future program plans: 
 Continue OWI Court evaluation data gathering; OWI Team and Court  

 Strengthening Families Facilitator training for NOW Schools 

 Jackson-Monroe-Vernon Leadership Program February (Rural Health) & March  
Legislative/Government) Seminars 
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       Bill Halfman, Agriculture Agent  
 
Agriculture Extension Update January 12, 2013 to February 8, 2013 
 
The Quick Books Workshop was very successful, we had twice as many people signed up as we had room for 
and will offer it again next winter.  We tried to find a date to offer it again this year, but that did not work out.  
We had 22 people attend the hands on workshop where they learned how to set up QuickBooks and keep 
records for their farm. 
 
The Ag Agent presented the results from the Alfalfa fungicide research trials at the UW Extension Crop 
Management Conference in Madison. There were about 250 Agronomy professionals in attendance at the 
session. The topic drew a lot of interest, and a few seed companies expressed interest in helping support 
continuation of the project.  An article just came out in Hay and Forage Grower Magazine which the Ag Agent 
was extensively involved with the material in the article on the same topic, and the Ag Agent is in the process 
of writing another article for a different publication on the topic.  This has been a hot item. 
 
The Ag Agent presented the results of the corn silage foliar fungicide work by UW Extension at the Midwest 
Forage Association Conference at Wisconsin Dells on January 22.  There were approximately 130 people in 
attendance at the session.  This topic also lead to a lot interest and conversations from attendees. 
 
There were four pesticide applicator workshops held in Monroe County.  The one at Warrens had over 90 
cranberry growers in attendance and there were forty-three at the other three workshops.  There will probably 
be some self-study exams yet this year. 
 
The Ag Agent attended the Monroe County Farm Bureau Board and the DHIA Board meetings this past month. 
 
The Ag Agent was on the steering committee for the 1st Annual Driftless Region Beef Conference, which was 
held in Dubuque IA.  It was a four state Extension Effort.  There were 155 paid participants at the workshop.  
Comments were very positive and plans are beginning for next year’s workshop. 
 
The First Aid and CPR workshop scheduled for January 30th in Tomah has been re-scheduled for February 
27th.  The classes have generated a lot of interest. 
 
The Ag Agent was a judge for the FFA speaking contest held at Tomah High School on February 4th.  The 
judged Extemporaneous Speaking contest, and there were eight participants to judge.  It was educational for 
the Ag Agent too…. 
 
Upcoming Events 
February 8 CPR and First Aid Workshop- Cashton 
February 12 Winter Crops  
February 22 Heart of the Farm- Sparta 
February 21 Cattle Feeders Road Show- Sparta  
February 26 Fresh Market Vegetable Workshop 
???  Shifting gears Workshop- Westby 
March 2 Malting Barley and Hops Workshop, WI Dells 
March ?  Grape Growers Field Day- Viroqua 








