
..............MINUTES (APPROVED.10/17/12) 
AG & EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Monroe County Extension Office, Rolling Hills Complex, Room 220 

Friday, September 14, 2012 
 

Meeting was called in accordance with open meeting law requirements.  
 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Nodji Van Wychen at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Members present were:  Nodji Van Wychen, Mary Cook, Gail Chapman, Dale Greeno and David Pierce.  Agents 
present were:  Bill Halfman,  Karen Joos, and Amy Steies.  Others present were:  Jarrod Roll, Deb Jones, UW Extension 
Western Regional Director.  Members absent were:  Will Cronin and Alli Karrells. 
 

Motion was made by Mary Cook to accept the minutes for the past meeting as printed.  Seconded by David Pierce.  
Motion carried.  5-0 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 17, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. at the Extension Office, Rolling Hills 
Complex, Room 220. 
 

THE DEKE SLAYTON MEMORIAL SPACE AND BIKE MUSEUM REPORT—No report given. 
  
LOCAL HISTORY ROOM REPORT was given by Jarrod Roll.  Motion was made by David Pierce to accept the Local 
History Room Report and pay bills for the month.  Seconded by Gail Chapman.  Motion carried.  5-0  (report 
attached) 
 Discussion/Approval:  Budgetary Adjustment—Motion made by Mary Cook to approve transfer of funds in 

the amount of $2,500 from the Intern Grant Revenue account (10.612.48582) into the appropriate accounts as 
follows: Salaries (10.612.55120.110) - $2,315.00, Fringe Benefits (10.612.55120.150) - $178.00, and Worker’s 
Compensation (10.612.55120.152) - $7.00 for paying for summer intern. Seconded by Dale Greeno. Motion 
passed. 5-0 

 Discussion/Approval:  Shelving Purchase—Motion made by Mary Cook to approve the purchase of shelving 
from Bernie’s Equipment Company, Inc. for $2,912.64 from the History Room’s non levy funds. Seconded by Gail 
Chapman. Motion passed. 5-0 

 

COUNTY FARM EDUCATION FUNDS 
 Discussion of Other Potential Projects—No projects discussed. 
 

REVIEW AND SUGGEST UPDATES TO AG & EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE COMPOSITION AND 
DUTIES—Motion made by Mary Cook to not suggest any changes to the Ag & Extension Committee Composition and 
Duties as reviewed by the committee. Seconded by Gail Chapman. Motion passed. 5-0 
 

EXTENSION OFFICE BUSINESS AND BILLS—The Extension educators provided education current programs/
impacts.  Motion made by  Dale Greeno to accept agent program reports and office bills/credit card expenditures.  
Seconded by David Pierce.  Motion carried.  5-0  (reports attached) 
 

UW-Extension Regional Director Deb Jones presented information on the time line and process for refilling the 4-H 
Youth Development Position to the committee. 
 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AGENT PERMANENT POSITION DISCUSSION WITH UW EXTENSION REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR— Motion made by David Pierce to recommend refilling the 4-H Youth Development position at a 100% 
level. Seconded by Dale Greeno. Motion passed. 5-0 
 

EXTENSION OF INTERIM 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AGENT POSITION—Motion made by Mary Cook to 
recommend continuation of  interim 4-H position at 80% until permanent position begins.  Seconded by Gail 
Chapman. Motion passed. 5-0 
 

Motion was made to adjourn by David Pierce, seconded by Mary Cook, and approved on a  5-0 vote at 10:10 a.m. 
 

Bill Halfman, Recording  Secretary 
u:/ag & extension education committee/ag ext edu comm minutes 9.14.2012 pending 
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Record Books 
Agent has been assisting in the collection of record books and preparation for judging.  More were turned 
in this year than last year.  Record books document the growth of the member throughout the past year.  
Judging began on Monday, September 10th and will continue the whole week or until completed by county 
4-H adults who are volunteering their time and talents to judging.  Recognition for their efforts will be 
given at Achievement Night on October 20th. 
 
Fall Paper Clover Promotion 
Agent contacted all club General Leaders to gauge interest and availability in being on-site at the Fall 
Paper Clover Promo in conjunction with the Tractor Supply Store in Tomah.  The three largest clubs in the 
county will be on-site at the store on either Saturday, September 22nd or the 29th from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.  
Activities include bake sale where proceeds will go to another community service cause of the club’s choice, 
having fair projects on display, and having animals and a dog agility setup in addition to educational 
information on hand about the animals.  Promotional displays will be available to promote not only the 
county’s 4-H program, but also club information is available to the store’s customers.  A press release as well 
as a radio announcement was sent out to promote the event, held bi-annually with an event in the spring 
and another in fall. 
 
National 4-H Week 
Agent has been planning for National 4-H Week which takes place from October 7-13th.  Newsletter release 
was done to encourage each club to put up a community display to publicize their club and the 4-H 
program; the Leaders’ Association offers a financial incentive for those clubs partaking in this opportunity.  
Agent is working on getting a press release to the local newspapers as well as looking into having people 
record radio spots for a local radio station.  Contact has been made with the Deke Slayton Museum to offer 
free admission to anyone who mentions that it is National 4-H Week during this time.  Promotional 
displays as well as youth members’ fair project are to be on display throughout the duration of this time. 

 

   
 

Seventeen members of The Jolly Joiners performed a mini-drama performance entitled “The Rainbow People” about 
tolerance and getting along with others at the State Fair on Tuesday, August 7th 
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State Documentation 
Agent has been working on completion of year-end documentation that needs to be submitted to the state in 
the form of the ES-237 Report.  In addition, Agent has been answering questions or providing resources to 
help club leaders complete their annual club Charter Renewal paperwork.  In preparation for the UW-
Extension’s December Civil Rights review, Agent has been distributing documentation for organizations to 
complete and return so it can be kept on file to prove non-discrimination compliance.  Agent is collecting 
data in regards to enrollment numbers and demographics of those involved in 4-H-related activities 
throughout the last year in addition to this year to be used for Civil Rights Day. 
 

Upcoming Events 
September 
15-Boys and Girls Club “Day for Kids” @ Winnebago Park, Tomah, 4-6 p.m. 
17-Leaders’ Association Meeting @ Rolling Hills Activity, 7:30 p.m. 
18-Regional Meeting @ Fanny Hill, Eau Claire (all day) 
19-30-Paper Clover Promo @ Tractor Supply Company Store, Tomah 
22-Monroe County 4-H Clubs @ Paper Clover Promo, TSC Store, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
24-4-H Art Club @ Rolling Hills Activity Room, 6-8 p.m. 
27-Horse and Pony Project Ice Cream Social @ Wilton, 6:30 p.m. 
28-30-Cranfest, Warrens 
29-Monroe County 4-H Clubs @ Paper Clover Promo, TSC Store, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
October 
1-Charter Documents Due to UW-Extension Office 
1-Secretary’s Books Due to UW-Extension Office 
2-Brookwood CLC, 3:50 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 
6-7-Art Camp @ Upham Woods 
7-13-National 4-H Week 
11-4-H Wisline, 9-10:30 a.m. 
14-All-Breed Dairy Club Meeting, @ Adrian Town Hall, 1:30 p.m. 
15-National 4-H Week Displays Due 

15-Sparta CLC, 3:00-5:45 p.m. 
16-4-H Western District Meeting, Eau Claire 

20-Achievement Program @ Cashton High School, 7:30 p.m. 
21-Junior Leader Meeting @ Cashton Community Hall, 2 p.m. 
28-Club Officer Training @ UW-Extension Office/Rolling Hills, Sparta, 2 p.m.-4 p.m. with meal to follow 
November  
TBD-Leaders’ Banquet 
1-Member Evaluations Due to UW-Extension Office 
3-Fall Forum @ Stevens Point 
6-Brookwood CLC, 3:50 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 
8-4-H Wisline @ 9-10:30 a.m. 
9-Leaders’ Banquet @ Colonial, Sparta; 6:30 p.m. Social Time/7:00 p.m. Meal 
15-2012-2013 Enrollment Forms due to the Extension Office  

19-Sparta CLC, 3:00-5:45 p.m. 
December  
4-Brookwood CLC, 3:50 p.m.-5:15 p.m. 
6-Civils Rights Review Day @ UW-Extension Office 
13-4-H Wisline @ 9-10:30 a.m. 

17-Sparta CLC, 3:00-5:45 p.m. 



         
           Monroe County Extension Office  
           14345 County Highway B, Room 1 
           Sparta, WI 54656 
           608-269-8722  
           608-269-8767 (FAX) 
           800-947-3529 (TTY) 

                                                       

     

University of Wisconsin, U. S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA. 

       Bill Halfman, Agriculture Agent  
 
Agriculture Extension Update August 10, 2012 to September 14, 2012 
 
Area Crop Management Field Days were held on August 14 and 15th.  Approximately 120 people attended the 
workshops. Attendees included farmers and agronomists. Topics covered included spider mites in soybeans, 
estimating yield and managing the corn crop relative to harvest decisions, herbicide resistance and the 
possibility of herbicide carry over due to the excessively dry weather. 
 
Two dairy farms in the county are participating in a study being conducted by the Dairy Science Department 
looking at genomics in herds that do higher amounts of grazing with the milking herd. 
 
The Ag Agent is working with two dairy farms on facilities.  One farm is looking at improving ventilation in a 
young stock barn and the other is looking at options for placing a small free stall set up for their organic dairy. 
 
The Ag Agent was involved in the discovery of the spotted wing drosophila fly in Wisconsin.  The fly is a severe 
pest to soft skinned fruit like raspberry, blueberry and strawberry.  This pest has since been detected 
throughout the state.  Efforts are going on at this time to implement monitoring programs to determine if it will 
overwinter in Wisconsin and for developing management plans for growers to use next year if needed. 
 
The UW Extension Vegetable Pathologist and Entomologist were up in Monroe County one day and visits were 
done at a number of farms in the Wilton and Ontario area to see how the growing season was going and to get 
ideas on educational needs. 
 
The grant proposal that was submitted to do a multi-state (WI, IA, and MN) project to develop best 
management practices for organic vegetables did not receive funding.  The grant proposal from the Risk 
Management Agency to help fund the winter cattle feeder series did receive funding. 
 
The Monroe and La Crosse County Ag Agents are planning to offer a series of monthly discussion group type 
meetings for dairy farmers this coming winter.  Details are being worked on at this time. 
 
There have been a lot of questions on hay, pricing silage, nitrates and related topics. 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
October10-12 UW Extension Agriculture and Natural Resources Annual Conference 
November 14th Pest Management Update- Sparta 
November 28th Soil and Fertilizer Update- Sparta 
January 7th Agronomy Update- Sparta 




